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Looking to escape to a slower pace of life on some of
the UK’s best inland waterways? With ABC Boat Hire
holidays, you can explore the country from a whole new
perspective, taking in the breathtaking sights Britain’s
waterside villages, towns and cities have to offer.

And yet, a slower pace doesn’t have to mean a holiday
without luxury. From onboard Wi-Fi to wider beds and
many other modern amenities, you’ll be able to cruise in
comfort as you discover the hidden corners of Britain’s
waterways. Plus, with our prices also including an
Accidental Damage Waiver, you'll be able to fully relax
knowing there'll be no unexpected charges.

With almost 200 boats, 16 start points and over 1,500
miles of waterways to explore, it’s time to start planning
your best holiday yet.

Happy Boating

Haley Hadley | Marketing & Sales Director

Haley Hadley
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The following pages give you a flavour of the most popular routes available. You'll be
free to travel in whichever direction you please, and for however long you wish.

Guide book references for each route P1 N2 L16            refer to the listing on page 68 of the brochure, which
can be purchased to help with planning your holiday. As a rough calculation when planning a route,
add the number of locks to the distance in miles and divide the total by 3 to give the cruising time in
hours.

Ready to choose a boat? Our boat layouts on pages 44-57 ensure that you choose the boat that’s
right for you and your crew. Taking the holiday at your own pace, two active adults can easily handle
a narrowboat. If you are considering a route with more locks, or are travelling with younger children,
family or friends, consider taking a larger boat.

Not sure about how to steer a boat? It's pretty simple; as you cruise along, one person steers and the
other members of the crew are free to take in the scenery or even walk the towpath alongside. At locks,
(and when mooring) one person stays on the boat to steer whilst at least one person works the lock
mechanism. When you are first taught to operate a lock it may appear bewildering, but by your second
or third try, you'll begin to wonder what you were worried about!

ShOrT BrEaKs
For a few relaxing days, or to see what a holiday afloat is all about, a short break on a narrowboat is
perfect. A three or four night break is long enough to unwind and get used to the slower pace of life.

We have short break boats available from all start bases, each with a number of splendid routes to
choose from. Take a three night weekend break starting on Friday, or a four night midweek break
starting on Monday for the same price. Remember that these boats are also available for weekly hire
and, by adding a short break to a week, you can also take a longer break of 10/11 nights. You can now
also start a short break on a Tuesday or Saturday on selected boats.

BoOk ToDaY
To ChEcK AvAiLaBiLiTy, PrIcInG
AnD To MaKe YoUr BoOkInG
WiTh SeCuRe PaYmEnT, PlEaSe
ViSiT WwW.SwEdEcHaRtEr.CoM
Or CaLl OuR FrIeNdLy TeAm On
0303-61689 (LoCaL NuMbEr)
+46 30361689 (OvErSeAs)

PlAnNiNg
YoUr TrIp

EfFiCiEnT BoOkInG
PrOcEdUrE AnD

ExCeLlEnT SeRvIcE
DuRiNg HaNdOvEr AnD

HaNdBaCk Of BoAt. VeRy
EnJoYaBlE ShOrT BrEaK.

"
"

4



BoOk YoUr CaNaL BoAtInG BrEaK ToDaY
CaLl Us On 0330 333 0590 Or EmAiL InFo@AbCbOaThIrE.CoM Or ViSiT WwW.AbCbOaThIrE.CoM 5

EaSy As...

A
ChOoSe YoUr BaSe

From charming towns in the
Midlands to Falkirk high up in
Scotland, you can begin your
boating holiday anywhere you

like - just take your pick.

B
ChOoSe YoUr RoUtE

For each of our base
destinations, we offer a variety

of scenic routes that range
from long weekends to two
week breaks across the UK.

C
ChOoSe YoUr BoAt

With WiFi, plenty of
sleeping space and modern
amenities, our 29 classes of
boats are perfect for relaxing

breaks with loved ones.

A UnIqUe AnD ReLaXiNg WaY To ExPlOrE ThE
TrUe BeAuTy Of ThE Uk. SeEiNg ThE CoUnTrY
On OnE Of OuR CaNaLs Is As EaSy As A, B, C...

5
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The revival of the canals
for pleasure is largely
credited to the book
“Narrow Boat” by LTC
Rolt, published in 1944.

Traffic continued throughout the
1940s and 1950s, but was brought
to an end as recently as the early
1960s when a severe winter
caused the canals to freeze over
for nearly three months.

Diesel powered boats were
introduced in the 1930s, providing
some opportunity for the canals
to compete with road transport.

Over the next 30 years, numerous
canals were built, reaching a peak
in 1793 when 20 new canals were
authorised by Parliament.

In 1759, the Duke of
Bridgewater obtained an Act
of Parliament to build the first
canal from his coal mines at
Worsley to Manchester.

1759

1793
However, the introduction of the railways
brought an end to the commercial use of
the canals and, by the start of the 20th
century, many canals closed.

20Th CeNtUrY

1940

1930

1944

A HiStOrY
Of GrEaT
HoLiDaYs
RiCh WiTh HiStOrY, ThE Uk’S WaTeRwAyS ArE A
FaScInAtInG SuBjEcT To ExPlOrE FiRsT-HaNd.
To GiVe YoU A HeAdStArT BeFoRe YoUr GeTaWaY,
We’Ve PuT ToGeThEr A LiSt Of ThE KeY EvEnTs
ThRoUgHoUt CaNaL HiStOrY.
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BoOk YoUr CaNaL BoAtInG BrEaK ToDaY
CaLl Us On 0303-61689 Or EmAiL InFo@SwEdEcHaRtEr.CoM Or ViSiT WwW.SwEdEcHaRtEr.CoM

PlEaSe NoTe:
Suggested routes and timings are approximate and will be
affected by available cruising hours, weather conditions and
the amount of traffic on the waterway. More detailed advice will
be given when the boat is collected. When planning any river
cruising within your route, do bear in mind that in some weather
conditions river navigation may be restricted, so it is worth
having an alternative plan.

Day Boats also operate
from these locations

Day Boat Hire only
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AAlDeRmAsToN WhArF
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BeRtHs AvAiLaBlE 2 - 12 (SeE BoAt LaYoUtS On PaGeS 44 - 57)

BeRkShIrE, Rg7 4Js
TeL: 0118 9714 123
WwW.AlDeRmAsToNwHaRf.CoM
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PeWsEy
& ReTuRn
7 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR
DaY 6½HrS • ToTaL LoCkS 90 •
RoUtE TiMe 43 HoUrS

Begin your journey by cruising west to the
picturesque market town of Newbury. You'll
come across a number of nice pubs in the
canalside village of Kintbury, before arriving
in Hungerford. From there, you'll travel onto
Great Bedwyn and Crofton Pump Station,
which is home to the world's oldest working
beam engine. Finally, as you travel onwards
to the village of Pewsey, be sure to stop by
Wootton Rivers to explore the history and
traditions.
P8 N7 L20 H1 

WiNdSoR
& ReTuRn
7 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR
DaY 5½HrS • ToTaL LoCkS 42 •
RoUtE TiMe 36 HoUrS

Enjoy a short cruise to Reading, where you join
the Thames and travel downstream through the
rowing town of Henley and the charming town
of Marlow, where Mary Shelley and T.S Eliot
once lived. Moor up at Taplow for a visit to
Cliveden House and spoil yourself to some fine
dining at either Heston Blumenthal's Fat Duck
or the Roux brothers' Waterside Inn. If you
continue on from here, you'll arrive in Windsor,
where children will be treated with Legoland
and Windsor Castle.
P8 N7 L20 L23 

OxFoRd
& ReTuRn
7 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR
DaY 7HrS • ToTaL LoCkS 48 •
RoUtE TiMe 43 HoUrS

Join the River Thames at Reading and cruise
to Oxford, the city of dreaming spires. With its
mix of ancient and modern sights, there is
always plenty to do and see in Oxford.
P8 N7 L20

LiMeHoUsE
& ReTuRn
10 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR
DaY 8HrS • ToTaL LoCkS 114 •
RoUtE TiMe 87 HoUrS

You must inform us at the time of booking
that you intend to take this route and
evidence of suitable canal boat experience
must be provided. Limehouse & return is
only available via the Regents Canal from
Brentford.

If you have more time to explore into London,
then this route will take you down onto the
River Thames, past Henley, Marlow, Hampton
Court Bridge, Teddington, then onto the
Grand Union Canal up to Little Venice,
London Zoo and Camden market. At Henley
you could visit The River and Rowing
Museum (www.rrm.co.uk). From there, you
will pass Runnymede near Egham, which is
notable for its association with the Magna
Carta and current collection of memorials.
At Staines there is Thorpe Park
(www.thorpepark.com), a theme park
full of exciting rides and games for kids.
N7 L22 L23 G29 

ThE GrAnD RiNg
14-21 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe
PeR DaY 6-9HrS • ToTaL LoCkS
175 • RoUtE TiMe 126 HoUrS

You must inform us at the time of booking
that you intend to take this route and
evidence of suitable canal boat experience
must be provided. The Thames River
Licence price is included in your hire charge
from Aldermaston but will need to be paid if
starting from Gayton Marina (please contact
the marina directly).

To fully enjoy this route, we recommend
ensuring you have at least 2 weeks booked.
During your trip, some highlights you can
look forward to enjoying are charming towns
and cities such as Oxford, Banbury and
Leighton Buzzard.
N1 N7 G29 

BaTh & ReTuRn
14 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR
DaY 6½HrS • ToTaL LoCkS 176 •
RoUtE TiMe 82 HoUrS

This route will take you along the Kennet &
Avon past two surviving turf-sided locks.
You'll follow through to Pewsey, along
Devizes and then down to the Caen Hill flight
of locks. From our Hilperton Marina,
you can pick up the Bath and return route.
P8 N7 L20 H1

ShOrT BrEaKs WeEkEnDs: FrIdAy–MoNdAy (3 NiGhTs)
MiDwEeK: MoNdAy–FrIdAy (4 NiGhTs)

NeWbUrY & ReTuRn
3 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR
DaY 5HrS • ToTaL LoCkS 22 •
RoUtE TiMe 12 HoUrS

Cruise to the picturesque market town of
Newbury, which boasts some lovely 17th
century buildings or spend a day at the
races.
P8 N7 L20 H1

HuNgErFoRd & ReTuRn
4 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR
DaY 7½HrS • ToTaL LoCkS 42 •
RoUtE TiMe 23 HoUrS

Take a cruise to Hungerford and visit
the famous antique shops and beautiful
waterfront.
P8 N7 L20 H1

HeNlEy & ReTuRn
3-4 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe
PeR DaY 6-7HrS • ToTaL LoCkS
30 • RoUtE TiMe 20 HoUrS

Go up onto the River Thames and travel to
the 12th century market town of Henley.
N7 L23 G29
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BeRtHs AvAiLaBlE 2 - 12
(SeE BoAt LaYoUtS On PaGeS 44 - 57)
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StOuRpOrT RiNg
7 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 7½HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 116 • RoUtE TiMe 52 HoUrS

A route of contrasts, this journey takes you into the centre of
Birmingham, where you'll experience both the 21st and 19th century
sides of the city. Enjoy trips to The Symphony Hall, National Indoor
Arena and Sea Life Centre (with the kids), or stop by the Bull Ring for an
afternoon of shopping delight. This route can also be travelled from our
Gailey and Worcester Marinas.

P1 N2 L16

StRaTfOrD-UpOn-AvOn
& ReTuRn
7 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 7HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 110 • RoUtE TiMe 43 HoUrS

From Alvechurch, you will travel up to Kings Norton Junction and then
down the Stratford-upon-Avon Canal. For more details on Stratford,
go to www.stratford-upon-avon.co.uk.
P2 N2 L15 

ThE BlAcK CoUnTrY RiNg
7 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 8HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 80 • RoUtE TiMe 52 HoUrS

This route has lots of family activities and a rich mixture of canal scenery.
The ring can also be started at our Gailey Marina.
P2 N2 N3 L12

AvOn RiNg
10-14 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 6HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 139 • RoUtE TiMe 59 HoUrS
(Additional licence required for River Avon)

This route will take you on both the River Severn and Avon, and to fully
enjoy it you will need at least 10 or 11 nights. You will need a licence for
the River Avon (go to www.avonnavigationtrust.org for more details).
This is an energetic route that takes in Worcester, Tewkesbury, Evesham
and Stratford-upon-Avon and it is a great route to explore the history
of the Heart of England. If you travel for 2 weeks, you can also detour
down to Gloucester with its docks, warehouses and museums
(www.thecityofgloucester.co.uk).
P2 N2 L15

WaRwIcKsHiRe RiNg
7-14 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 6HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 128 • RoUtE TiMe 65 HoUrS

This route can be completed from Alvechurch Marina in 10 nights by
more experienced boaters, but to enjoy this trip at a more relaxed pace,
we advise that you take 14 nights to complete it. The route can also be
completed from Gayton and Rugby.
P6 N3 L13 

DrOiTwIcH CaNaL
7 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 5HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 76-92 • RoUtE TiMe 30 HoUrS

This canal can be cruised as part of the Stourport Ring or as a leisurely
return route.
P1 N2 D1 

ShOrT BrEaKs WeEkEnDs: FrIdAy–MoNdAy (3 NiGhTs)
MiDwEeK: MoNdAy–FrIdAy (4 NiGhTs)

LaPwOrTh & ReTuRn
3/4 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY
4½-6½HrS • ToTaL LoCkS 0-36
• RoUtE TiMe 14-23 HoUrS

Head north towards Birmingham, but then turn onto the Stratford Canal
towards the Lapworth Flight of locks. Stop at the top of Lapworth Flight
for a relaxing route with no locks - a good first time route - or for those
that want to just enjoy the canal and countryside without the locks. Take a
4 night break and travel down the locks to Kingswood Junction or travel a
few more hours to take in Knowle, Hatton Flight or Wootton Wawen.
P2 N2 L15

BiRmInGhAm & ReTuRn
3 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 5HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 0 • RoUtE TiMe 10 HoUrS

A relaxing route that will take you through countryside and then into
the hustle and bustle of Birmingham city centre
(www.visitbirmingham.com).
P1 N2 L16 
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ThE ChEsHiRe RiNg
7-14 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 8HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 92 • RoUtE TiMe 53 HoUrS

We recommend travelling this ring clockwise, heading up to Manchester.
The ring takes in the whole of the Macclesfield Canal, parts of the Trent
& Mersey, Bridgewater, Rochdale, Ashton and Peak Forest Canals,
providing a range of scenery. Enjoy glorious scenery as the Macclesfield
Canal skirts the edge of the Pennines. If time allows, why not take a
detour from Marple along the Peak Forest Canal and enjoy stunning
views. You will cruise through the heart of Manchester and moor at
Castlefield to explore the city and places.
P5 N5 L5 

FoUr CoUnTiEs RiNg
10-11 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 6½HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 102 • RoUtE TiMe 70 HoUrS

From Anderton, you will travel down to Middlewich to join the ring.
This is one of the more rural cruising rings taking you through the
counties of Cheshire, Staffordshire, Shropshire and the West Midlands.
This route can also be taken from our Gailey, Wrenbury and Blackwater
Meadow Marinas.
P4 N4 L10 

ChEsTeR Or ElLeSmErE
PoRt & ReTuRn
7-10 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 5½-7HrS
ToTaL LoCkS 44 • RoUtE TiMe ChEsTeR 34 HoUrS
ElLeSmErE PoRt 41 HoUrS

On this popular countryside route the locks are well spaced for easy
cruising. Travel to Chester and then retrace your steps back to the marina,
which is a popular week for first time boaters. You can also continue past
Chester along the Shropshire Union main line to its historic terminal on the
River Mersey at Ellesmere Port. Mooring in Chester is within easy reach of
the walled city centre with its medieval ‘rows’ where there are a variety of
shops, galleries and the majestic cathedral.
P3 N4 L8 

ThE PeNnInE RiNg
21 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 6½HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 227 • RoUtE TiMe 128 HoUrS

The restored Huddersfield Narrow Canal crosses the Pennines to complete
the fantastic Pennine Ring. At 5,698 yards, the Standedge Tunnel is the
longest and highest in Britain. Please note, the passage requires
pre-booking with the Standedge Visitor Centre (call: 01484 844298).
East of Huddersfield, the canal is wider and the locks are shorter,
so the maximum length of a boat able to complete the circuit is 58ft.
P5 P9 N5 

LyMm & ReTuRn
3 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 9HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 2 • RoUtE TiMe 14 HoUrS

Cruise above the River Weaver and its valley where the only lock has a
drop of just six inches! Preston Brook has a tunnel of nearly a mile, and
there are also two shorter ones on this route.
P5 N5 L5

RiVeR WeAvEr ViA AnDeRtOn BoAt
LiFt & ReTuRn
4 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 5HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 10 • RoUtE TiMe 15 HoUrS
(SoMe ExPeRiEnCe ReQuIrEd)
(PrE-BoOkInG FoR ThE BoAt LiFt ReQuIrEd)

A stunning feat of 19th Century engineering, the Anderton boat lift carries
two boats at a time hydraulically, one up and one down.
At the centre of the Cheshire salt-making region, the River Weaver is
steeped in industrial history, yet bristling with wildlife and beautiful scenery.
P4 N4 L5 

BeEsToN & ReTuRn
4 NiGhTs •
CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 8½-10HrS
• ToTaL LoCkS 26 • RoUtE TiMe 25 HoUrS

Cruise past Nantwich to the village of Beeston and visit the Castle,
With spectacular views, Beeston is one of the most dramatically sited
medieval castles in England.
P3 N4 L8 

NaNtWiCh & ReTuRn
3 NiGhTs •
CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 8½-10HrS
• ToTaL LoCkS 16 • RoUtE TiMe 22 HoUrS

Easy cruising south from Anderton with splendid scenery and good
pubs. The lovely medieval town of Nantwich, with its distinctive black
and white architecture, is a brisk 1/4 hour walk from the canal.

P3 N4 L8

ShOrT BrEaKs WeEkEnDs: FrIdAy–MoNdAy (3 NiGhTs)
MiDwEeK: MoNdAy–FrIdAy (4 NiGhTs)
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BBlAcKwAtEr MeAdOw
SiTuAtEd ClOsE To ThE ElLeSmErE ArM On ThE LlAnGoLlEn
CaNaL, ThIs RoUtE OfFeRs ScEnIc BeAuTy AnD BrEaThTaKiNg
EnGiNeErInG. It'S OuR ClOsEsT BaSe To LlAnGoLlEn If YoU
WaNt To ViSiT On A ShOrT BrEaK.

ShRoPsHiRe, Sy12 9Dd
TeL: 01691 624391
WwW.BlAcKwAtErMeAdOw.CoM
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LlAnGoLlEn
CaNaL
7 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR
DaY 4HrS • ToTaL LoCkS 4 •
RoUtE TiMe 24 HoUrS

The Llangollen Canal has some beautiful
scenery and breathtaking engineering,
and it is one of the most popular canals in
Britain. It combines the gentle countryside of
Shropshire with magnificent Wales. It boasts
one of the most striking features on the UK
canal network - the Pontcysyllte Aqueduct,
which you will have to travel across before
you get to Llangollen. So how do you
pronounce Pontcysyllte? Aim at something
like “Pont-kersulty”. Unusually, this canal has
a flow of 2mph as it feeds other canals, so
the outbound journey will always be slower
than on the way back. In a week from
Blackwater you will be able to take a leisurely
cruise and spend more time enjoying the
activities around Llangollen (www.llangollen.
org.uk) or you could decide to return and
either go down the Montgomery Canal or
up to Whitchurch where we have another
marina. (You must pre-book your passage
if you plan to travel down the Montgomery
Canal).
P3 N4 L8 H2 

ChEsTeR Or
ElLeSmErE PoRt
& ReTuRn
7-10 NiGhTs CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR
DaY 6-7½HrS • ToTaL LoCkS
66/74 • RoUtE TiMe ChEsTeR
46 HoUrS ElLeSmErE PoRt
55 HoUrS

From Blackwater you will travel up the
Llangollen Canal, past our Whitchurch and
Wrenbury Marinas to join the Shropshire
Union Canal. Travelling to Chester can be
completed in a week - visit www.abcboathire.
com for more detailed information. If you
want to take more time out in Chester and
travel on to Ellesmere Port, then take a
longer break from Blackwater. Chester has
plenty to do such as walking the City Walls,
visiting the cathedral, shopping or dining out
(be inspired and find more details at
www.visitchester.com).
P3 N4 L8 

ThE ChEsHiRe
RiNg
14 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR
DaY 7HrS • ToTaL LoCkS 137 •
RoUtE TiMe 93 HoUrS

This is a longer ring from Blackwater where
you will again travel up the Llangollen
Canal to join the Shropshire Union. Visit
www.abcboathire.com for more detailed
information.
P3 P5 N4 N5 L5 L8 

FoUr CoUnTiEs
RiNg
14 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR
DaY 7HrS • ToTaL LoCkS 132 •
RoUtE TiMe 90 HoUrS

Travel up the canal to the Shropshire Union
to begin the ring. Visit www.abcboathire.com
for more detailed information.
P3 P5 N4 L8 L10 

ChIrK & ReTuRn
3-4 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe
PeR DaY 5HrS • ToTaL LoCkS 4 •
RoUtE TiMe 10 HoUrS

Towards the Welsh border at Chirk, the
country’s fine hills come into view and the
scenery becomes altogether more dramatic.
P3 N4 L8 H2 

LlAnGoLlEn & ReTuRn
3 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR
DaY 8HrS • ToTaL LoCkS 4 •
RoUtE TiMe 17 HoUrS

4 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR
DaY 7HrS • ToTaL LoCkS 4
RoUtE TiMe 17 HoUrS •

The canal hugs the side of the River Dee
valley on its approach to the town of
Llangollen. This is a 3 or 4 night break -
during the summer period you may need to
allow more time to complete. You must pre-
book your passage if you plan to travel the
Montgomery Canal.
P3 N4 L8 H2 

ShOrT BrEaKs WeEkEnDs: FrIdAy–MoNdAy (3 NiGhTs)
MiDwEeK: MoNdAy–FrIdAy (4 NiGhTs)

HoLiDaY PrOpErTy AlSo AvAiLaBlE
At ThIs LoCaTiOn, PlEaSe SeE:
WwW.AbChOlIdAyCoTtAgEs.CoM
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FExPlOrE ThE LoWlAnDs Of ScOtLaNd WiTh EaSy CrUiSiNg AnD
ExPeRiEnCe ThE InCrEdIbLe FaLkIrK WhEeL LiNkInG ThE UnIoN
CaNaL AnD ThE FoRtH & ClYdE CaNaL.

ScOtLaNd, Fk1 4Rs
TeL: 01324 627212
WwW.FaLkIrKwHaRf.CoM

BeRtHs AvAiLaBlE 2 - 8
(SeE BoAt LaYoUtS On PaGeS 44 - 57)

WiDe BeAm BoAt AvAiLaBlE

The Scottish Lowland Canals are quite different from the canals typical of
England and Wales. The Forth & Clyde is much wider than the average
English canal. The Union Canal is a contour canal and has no locks at all or
bridges that have to be opened. Scottish Canals staff currently operate all
of the locks and bridges and boaters are not allowed to operate the locks
themselves, although help is happily accepted. Between Falkirk and
Glasgow there are four locks and three road bridges with a further 18 locks
and a number of pedestrian bridges between Glasgow and the Clyde at
Bowling. Both the Forth & Clyde and Union Canals were closed in the
early 1960s and it was not until lottery funding was obtained in 1999 that

restoration works rejoined the cities of Glasgow and Edinburgh by canal.
At a quarter of the cost of the overall £84.5 million project, the Falkirk
Wheel is the most significant structure by far, but only one link in the
scheme involving rebuilding bridges, clearing blockages and cutting new
stretches of canal. For more facts and figures visit their website: www.
thefalkirkwheel.co.uk (or ring 01324 619888) but in summary,
the 25m level difference between the canals is traversed via a pair of
gondolas, which together carry 600 tonnes of water to the 100m aqueduct
at the top of the 35m diameter wheel.
(TIC 01324 620244 / www.scottish.heartlands.org).
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EdInBuRgH & GlAsGoW
7 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY VaRiEs
DePeNdInG On WhEeL/LoCk/BrIdGe BoOkInGs
4-8HrS PeR DaY • RoUtE TiMe 44 HoUrS

Complete the width of Scotland, and back, visiting both cities in a
one week holiday. You will cruise the Union Canal to Edinburgh Quay,
over aqueducts, through tunnels and past tranquil scenery as well as
the Forth and Clyde canal to Glasgow.

Please note, if you're choosing to do this route you will probably need
to contribute more for fuel than the deposit amount.

BoWlInG & ReTuRn
7 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 6HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 44 • RoUtE TiMe 33 HoUrS

The Forth & Clyde Canal follows the Clyde Estuary all the way down
to the old ship building village of Bowling - a pleasant boating haven.
The route has a rich mix of industry old and new, stunning views of the
Clyde and relics of the ship building era.

GlAsGoW & ReTuRn
3 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 6½-10HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 8 • RoUtE TiMe 18 HoUrS

Four evenly spaced locks after Bonnybridge take the canal up to the
broad, straight section before Auchinstarry. The majestic Campsie
Fells rise from the valley that the canal shares with the River Kelvin,
and the scenery is superb as the canal then follows contours for the
rest of its journey to Glasgow. The canal arm south towards
Applecross Street Basin in Glasgow, looks down to where the River
Kelvin winds from the university past the museums and botanical
gardens. A major port, with a shipping history back to the 18th century,
Glasgow has a wealth of museums and collections. The art galleries
and museums of Glasgow are never without examples by Charles
Rennie Mackintosh — there is even a church designed by him in the city.
Discover more at www.glasgowguide.co.uk

EdInBuRgH & ReTuRn
4 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 6-10HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 6 • RoUtE TiMe 22 HoUrS

This cruise starts via the Falkirk Wheel and the new Rough Castle
Tunnel. Two new locks and a mile of new canal join the original canal
at the site of the summit of the flight of 11 locks that used to join the
two canals. The stalactites and rock-hewn sections of the Falkirk
tunnel are a treat for the budding geologist. Amongst the numerous
minor aqueducts en route, three to note are the 12 arch, 85ft Avon
Aqueduct and the Almond and Slateford Aqueducts, both at 75ft high.
Beecraigs Country Park (01506 844516 / www.beecraigs.com) and the
beautifully preserved remains of Linlithgow Palace on the shore of
Linlithgow Loch (0131 668 8600 / www.historic-scotland.gov.uk)
are within easy reach of the canal. (TIC 01506 844600).
Discover more at: www.edinburgh.org.uk.

ShOrT BrEaKs WeEkEnDs: FrIdAy-MoNdAy* (3 NiGhTs)
MiDwEeK: MoNdAy-FrIdAy* (4 NiGhTs)

*Excluding Mist
and Spirit classes

RoVeR TiCkEt

If travelling from Falkirk, a rover ticket will be charged
by Scottish Canals for use of the canals. This will be a flat
charge of £25 for any holiday over three nights. If your trip
is three days or less, you will be charged £15. This ticket
will be administered by Scottish Canals and payable on
the first day of your holiday via the Falkirk Office.

Please note that if you wish to cruise West towards Glasgow
along the Forth & Clyde Canal you will have to book a time
for Bonnybridge Lift Bridge to be opened for you.

Also, if you wish to travel the Kelpies, you need to book your
passage. You should call the Scottish Canals Boat Movement
Team on 07810 794 467 at least a week before your holiday.

ViSiT ThE HeLiX PrOjEcT AnD ThE KeLpIeS At
GrAnGeMoUtH. If YoU WoUlD LiKe To ExTeNd
YoUr HoLiDaY To InClUdE ThIs TrIp, PlEaSe
AlLoW FoR An ExTrA 3 NiGhTs.

The new Forth & Clyde Canal extension and towpath will provide a
1 km link from the existing Forth & Clyde Canal down to a new sea lock
on the River Carron and out to the Firth of Forth. The Kelpies form the
centrepiece to this new piece of canal, surrounded by the Kelpies
Canal Hub. For more information, visit www.thehelix.co.uk
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GGaIlEy
DiScOvEr ThE PeAcEfUl StAfFoRdShIrE, ShRoPsHiRe AnD
ChEsHiRe CoUnTrYsIdE, Or ThE ViBrAnT AnD CoNtRaStInG GaS
StReEt BaSiN In BiRmInGhAm - HoMe Of ThE CaNaLs! HeAd
NoRtH To ThE HiStOrIc PoTtErIeS AnD ThE CaLdOn CaNaL, Or
Go FuRtHeR AfIeLd InTo WoRcEsTeRsHiRe & BeYoNd. FoR A
LoNgEr TrIp, TrAvEl ThRoUgH ShRoPsHiRe AnD VeNtUrE On To
ThE BeAuTiFuL LlAnGoLlEn CaNaL.

StAfFoRdShIrE, St19 5Pr
TeL: 01902 790612
WwW.GaIlEyWhArF.CoM
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ThE BlAcK
CoUnTrY RiNg
7 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR
DaY 7½HrS • ToTaL LoCkS 78 •
RoUtE TiMe 47 HoUrS

Gailey is ideally placed for this ring, and takes
you on the Staffordshire & Worcestershire
Canal, through the water fronts of Birmingham
via the new Main Line, onto the Birmingham &
Fazeley and the Trent & Mersey. The route is a
varied mix of urban and countryside and offers
family activities along the way. Birmingham
has its shopping, restaurants and art galleries,
plus the Sea Life Centre and museums for the
children (see www.bmag.org.uk).
Visit the Black Country Museum and live the
story of the Black Country (www.bclm.co.uk).
There is also Dudley Zoo and Castle
(www.dudleyzoo.org.uk), Drayton Manor Park
(www.draytonmanor.co.uk) and Shugborough
Hall (www.shugborough.org.uk), which are
perfect for a family day out.
P1 N3 L12 

NaNtWiCh
& ReTuRn
7 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR
DaY 6½HrS • LoCkS 58 •
RoUtE TiMe 41 HoUrS

Ideal for first timers or those looking for a
relaxing break. Leaving Gailey, you'll head
south down the Staffordshire & Worcestershire
Canal to Autherley Junction then cruise
the Shropshire Union with Market Drayton,
Audlem and Nantwich along the way.
Retrace your steps back to Gailey and
enjoy the new perspective that this will give.
P4 N4 L10 

StOuRpOrT
& ReTuRn
7 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR
DaY 6HrS • ToTaL LoCkS 58 •
RoUtE TiMe 38 HoUrS

A comfortable cruise along the pretty Staffs
& Worcs Canal. If you wanted to go past
Stourport you could continue to Worcester,
which is a total of 72 locks and needs 8 hours
cruising per day. Kinver Village is also worth a
stop for shopping and excellent pubs. If you're
an energetic boater, you'll be rewarded with
extensive views after a climb up Kinver Edge.
P1 N2 L16

StOuRpOrT RiNg
7 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR
DaY 9½HrS • ToTaL LoCkS 118 •
RoUtE TiMe 59 HoUrS

Visit www.abcboathire.com for more detailed
information.
P1 N2 L16 

CaLdOn CaNaL
& ReTuRn
7 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR
DaY 7½HrS • ToTaL LoCkS 94 •
RoUtE TiMe 47 HoUrS

An alternative to the four counties ring but
equally energetic. You will head up towards
the Peak District and enter the Churnet Valley
with its stunning countryside. The canal
terminates at Froghall where you turn
and retrace your steps.
P4 N4 L10 

FoUr CoUnTiEs
RiNg
7 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR
DaY 9HrS • ToTaL LoCkS 92 •
RoUtE TiMe 56 HoUrS

This route takes you along the wonderfully
rural Staffordshire & Worcestershire Canal
to Great Haywood Junction. Passing
under a distinctive roving bridge, you join
the Trent & Mersey Canal heading north
towards the Potteries and Peak District.
Rolling Staffordshire countryside leads you
to Stoke-on-Trent, the Wedgwood Visitor
Centre and the impressive 2926-yard long
Harecastle Tunnel. The scenery on the climb
up ‘Heartbreak Hill’ to the summit at Kidsgrove
is fantastic. Beyond Harecastle, the 13 miles
to the salt town of Middlewich sees the canal
descend 31 locks to the Cheshire Plains.
The short Middlewich arm links the Trent and
Mersey Canal to the Shropshire Union Canal,
again through more glorious countryside.
Be sure not to miss the Bottle Kilns at Etruria.
P4 N4 L10 

LlAnGoLlEn
& ReTuRn
14 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR
DaY 7HrS • ToTaL LoCkS 100 •
RoUtE TiMe 94 HoUrS

Enjoy a two-week cruise heading to beautiful
Llangollen renowned for spectacular scenery.
P3 P4 N4 L8 L10 H2 

NoRbUrY & ReTuRn
3 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 6½HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 4 • RoUtE TiMe 15 HoUrS

A leisurely route where you get to relax and unwind.
P4 N4 L10 

MaRkEt DrAyToN & ReTuRn
4 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 7½HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 14 • RoUtE TiMe 24 HoUrS

Extend your Norbury and return trip to Market Drayton.
P4 N4 L10 

StOnE & ReTuRn
4 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 7½HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 30 • RoUtE TiMe 24 HoUrS

Travel up the Trent & Mersey to the market town of Stone.
P4 N4 L10

GrEaT HaYwOoD & ReTuRn
3 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 6HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 22 • RoUtE TiMe 14 HoUrS

Go up to the Great Haywood Junction and you might want
to visit Shugborough Hall.
P4 N4 L10 

ShOrT BrEaKs WeEkEnDs: FrIdAy–MoNdAy (3 NiGhTs)
MiDwEeK: MoNdAy–FrIdAy (4 NiGhTs)
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NoRtHaNtS, Nn7 3Er
TeL: 01604 858685
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GrEaT LiNfOrD Or
FeNnY StRaTfOrD
& ReTuRn
3-4 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR
DaY 6½-8HrS • ToTaL LoCkS 16 •
RoUtE TiMe GrEaT LiNfOrD
14 HrS FeNnY StRaTfOrD 18 HrS
Heading south towards Aylesbury, this
route has a taste of everything. The two
destinations are separated by the ‘new
town’ of Milton Keynes, where the Grand
Union Canal forms the centre piece of the
linear park.
P7 N1 L18 

CrIcK & ReTuRn
4 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR
DaY 6½HrS • ToTaL LoCkS 28 •
RoUtE TiMe 17 HoUrS
Crick and back, along the Grand Union Canal
(Leicester Section).
P7 N1 L14 

WeLfOrD & ReTuRn
4 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR
DaY 8½HrS • ToTaL LoCkS 30 •
RoUtE TiMe 26 HoUrS
Welford has plenty of overnight mooring
places, with a reservoir and village to explore.
N1 N3 

BrAuNsToN Or
NaPtOn & ReTuRn
3 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR
DaY 8HrS • ToTaL LoCkS 26 •
RoUtE TiMe BrAuNsToN 15
HoUrS NaPtOn 19 HoUrS
Heading north from Gayton through Weedon
and Norton takes the Grand Union to
the busy junction with the Oxford Canal.
Onwards to Napton is peaceful, lock free
and rural.
P7 N1 L18 

ShOrT BrEaKs

MaRkEt
HaRbOrOuGh
& ReTuRn
7 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR
DaY 6HrS • ToTaL LoCkS 48 •
RoUtE TiMe 40 HoUrS
This experienced route is popular with those
seeking something different - if you don’t mind
a bit of exercise. Cruise up the Grand Union
Canal to Norton, then up the Leicester section
for a short while towards Leicester. On the way
to Market Harborough you will encounter two
tunnels, two sets of staircase locks and mile
after mile of open countryside.
P7 N1 N3 L14 L18 

AyLeSbUrY
& ReTuRn
7-10 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe
PeR DaY 6HrS • ToTaL LoCkS 84 •
RoUtE TiMe 46 HoUrS
A good route for the first timers, you'll journey
through delightful countryside, taking in the
Great Ouse Aqueduct at Cosgrove, Milton
Keynes. You'll then arrive in Aylesbury, with the
attractive old town centre just a short walk from
the canal basin.
P7 N1 L18 

WaRwIcKsHiRe
RiNg
10-11 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe
PeR DaY 7HrS • ToTaL LoCkS 120 •
RoUtE TiMe 76 HoUrS
Visit www.abcboathire.com for more detailed
information.
P6 N3 L13 

LeIcEsTeR / EaSt
MiDlAnDs RiNg
14 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR
DaY 6½HrS • ToTaL LoCkS 115 •
RoUtE TiMe 88 HoUrS
A pleasant two week cruise through parts
of Staffordshire, Warwickshire, Leicestershire
and Derbyshire. This route can also be
completed from Rugby and Union Wharf.
Visit www.abcboathire.com for more detailed
information.
P7 N1 N3 

CoVeNtRy Or
SnArEsToNe
& ReTuRn
7 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR
DaY 6-8HrS • ToTaL LoCkS 34 •
RoUtE TiMe CoVeNtRy 40 HoUrS
SnArEsToNe 54 HoUrS
With only 17 locks each way between Gayton
and Coventry, this is one of the easiest one-
week routes. The remote and rural Ashby Canal
for Snarestone offers 23 miles of lock free
cruising after Marston. You can moor at
Shenton for Bosworth Battlefield Visitor Centre
(www.bosworthbattlefield.com).
P6 P7 N1 N3 L14 L18 

BaNbUrY & ReTuRn
7 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR
DaY 7HrS • ToTaL LoCkS 70 •
RoUtE TiMe 43 HoUrS
This is a popular cruise through pretty Cotswold
countryside. Visit www.abcboathire.com for
more detailed information.
P7 N1 L17 L18 

OxFoRd
& ReTuRn
10-11 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe
PeR DaY 6½HrS • ToTaL LoCkS
104 • RoUtE TiMe 74 HoUrS
Continue on past Banbury to Oxford, the ‘City
of Dreaming Spires’. Oxford has lots to offer
including historical places such as Blenheim
Palace & Christ Church College. You could also
go shopping or dine out at any one of the lovely
shops, cafes and restaurants. It's definitely a
popular choice for those who want to stretch
their holiday for more than a week. (See more at
www.visitoxfordandoxfordshire.com).
P7 N1 L18 

ThE GrAnD RiNg
14-21 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR
DaY 6-9HrS • ToTaL LoCkS 175 •
RoUtE TiMe 126 HoUrS
You must inform us at the time of booking
that you intend to take this route and
evidence of suitable canal boat experience
must be provided.
Visit www.abcboathire.com for more detailed
information.
N1 N7 G29 

WaRwIcK
& ReTuRn
7 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR
DaY 6HrS • ToTaL LoCkS 72 •
RoUtE TiMe 38 HoUrS
A very popular week cruise with Warwick Castle
en route. (Tourist Information 01926 492212
/ www.visitwarwick.co.uk) This route can also
be completed from Rugby and Union Wharf.
Visit www.abcboathire.com for more detailed
information.
P6 N1 N3 L13 L18 

WeEkEnDs: FrIdAy–MoNdAy (3 NiGhTs)
MiDwEeK: MoNdAy–FrIdAy (4 NiGhTs)
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MoNmOuThShIrE
& BrEcOn CaNaL
7 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 7.5HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 12 • RoUtE TiMe 32 HoUrS

Enough time to cruise all 36 miles of the Monmouthshire and
Brecon Canal.
P3 N4 L24 

BrEcOn & ReTuRn
7 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 4HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 12 • RoUtE TiMe 25 HoUrS

The canal meanders its way through the Brecon Beacons National Park
for 36 miles with remarkable diversity of scenery often following the
magnificent River Usk. This canal is considerably quieter than others,
as it is isolated from the main canal network, but with many local pubs

and places to eat nearby, it is arguably one of the most picturesque
canals as it offers glorious views of the Brecon Beacons along the way.
The canal clings to the mountainside and brings about its uniquely
shallow levels. Lime kilns remain as well as an aqueduct dating from 1812.
Pontymoile at one end of the canal is a convenient mooring place for
Pontypool Leisure Centre with its swimming pool and dry ski slope.
Moor at Llangattock and visit Crickhowell a wonderful Georgian town,
with excellent shopping and good food.

Crickhowell also has a 13th century castle and a 17th century bridge.
Picturesque Talybont-on-Usk rests below the Central Beacons between
the Usk and the Canal. Nearby Talybont Reservoir offers bird watching,
trout fishing and easy walks to the waterfalls at Blaen y Glyn. Brecon is
a charming old market town and one of the most historic settlements in
Wales.

Brecon is a popular holiday destination, affording some of the best views
of the Brecon Beacons themselves and Pen y Fan - the highest point in
Southern Britain at 886m. There is something for everyone as Brecon is
home to a cathedral, theatre, cinema, castle ruins and stunning Georgian
architecture. Brecon is also a great place to explore the National Park
with walking routes, cycle hire and pony trekking all available - and why
not visit The Museum of The Royal Regiment of Wales (www.rrw.org.uk)?
P3 N4 L24 

LlAnGyNiDr & ReTuRn
3 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 7HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 0/2 • RoUtE TiMe 14 HoUrS

You can choose a leisurely lock-free cruise with fine views along the
dramatic Usk Valley by turning below the lock at Llangynidr village or,
if you want the experience of locking the boat, you can turn just below
the first lock.
P3 N4 L24

TaLyBoNt-On-UsK & ReTuRn
4 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 7HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 10 • RoUtE TiMe 18 HoUrS

This trip takes you further up the canal, climbing 5 gorgeous locks
passing through the Ashford Tunnel to the village of Talybont-on-
Usk, where you can still see the wharf with its lime kilns and the old
tramroad up the side of the mountain.
P3 N4 L24

ShOrT BrEaKs WeEkEnDs: FrIdAy-MoNdAy (3 NiGhTs)
MiDwEeK: MoNdAy-FrIdAy (4 NiGhTs)

Please Note: This canal is uniquely shallow in design. It also has
numerous low bridges and therefore bicycles and paddleboards
cannot be accommodated from this location.

HoLiDaY PrOpErTy AlSo AvAiLaBlE At ThIs LoCaTiOn PlEaSe SeE:

WwW.AbChOlIdAyCoTtAgEs.CoM



24

HHiLpErToN
OuR MoSt SoUtHeRlY BaSe, HiLpErToN Is
WeLl LoCaTeD On ThE WeStErN EnD Of ThE
KeNnEt & AvOn CaNaL, OfTeN CoNsIdErEd
OnE Of ThE VeRy BeSt FoR NaTuRaL BeAuTy
AnD WiLdLiFe.

WiLtShIrE, Ba14 8Rs
TeL: 01225 765243
WwW.HiLpErToNmArInA.CoM

BrIsToL

BaTh

DeViZeS
BrAdFoRd
On AvOn

NeWbUrY

ReAdInG
WiNdSoR

WaLlInGfOrD

OxFoRd

GrAnD
RiNg

RiV
eR

 Th
Am

Es

RiVeR ThAmEs

KeN
nEt

 & Av
On C

aNa
L

AlDeRmAsToN
WhArFHiLpErToN

PeWsEy

HuNgErFoRd

BeRtHs AvAiLaBlE 2 - 12
(SeE BoAt LaYoUtS On PaGeS 44 - 57)

24



BoOk YoUr CaNaL BoAtInG BrEaK ToDaY
CaLl Us On 0303-61689 Or EmAiL InFo@SwEdEcHaRtEr.CoM Or ViSiT WwW.SwEdEcHaRtEr.CoM 25

HuNgErFoRd & ReTuRn
7 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 7HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 120 • RoUtE TiMe 50 HoUrS

Devizes is a historic market town which hosts a traditional market every
Thursday. It is one of the largest market places in the West Country.
Look out for the Wadworth Brewery Shire Horse Dray, which still delivers
to the towns Public Houses. For Wadworth Brewery trips see www.
wadworthvisitorcentre.co.uk. The highest point of the Kennet & Avon
is marked by the 502 yard Bruce Tunnel. The canal then follows close
alongside the Great Western main railway line through the Bedwyns -
Great & Little - and down to Hungerford. You'll also pass by Savernake
Forest, an ancient woodland mentioned in the Domesday Book.

P8 N7 L20 H1 

NeWbUrY & ReTuRn
10-11 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 5½HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 140 • RoUtE TiMe 60 HoUrS

Beyond Hungerford the canal shares the valley with both the railway and
the River Kennet. The Kennet & Avon Canal is so central to Newbury that
the main shopping street passes directly over it. Take a day out at the
races and visit Newbury Race Course.
(01635 40015 / www.racecoursenewbury.co.uk).
P8 N7 L20 H1 

ReAdInG & ReTuRn
14 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 6HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 186 • RoUtE TiMe 85 HoUrS

Some of the very best countryside in the UK canal system, this route will
take you through a variety of towns and villages to Reading. Blakes Lock
Museum. (social & industrial history / 0118 939 0918). During your travels
you'll get to experience Reading Museum, Blakes Lock Museum, and the
Museum of English Rural Life. If you prefer shopping, why not stop by the
local retail park, The Oracle.
P8 N7 L20 H1 

BrIsToL & ReTuRn
7 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 4HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 28 • RoUtE TiMe 25 HoUrS

The route goes through the town of Bradford on Avon before passing over
two Aqueducts on the way to Bath. At Dundas Aqueduct is the entrance to
the ‘Somerset Coal Canal’ and nearby, a visitor centre. During your travels,
stop off at the UNESCO World Heritage City of Bath and explore the
Roman Baths, Bath Abbey and the Royal Crescent. Having followed the
route of the River Avon by canal, after Bath the navigation uses the River
itself, reverting to canal to divert into Bristol city centre. Stunning weirs
accompany each river lock down to Bristol. Visitor moorings are available
right in the centre of the city, and in the floating harbour mooring, charges
apply. Reminders of the route’s industrial history, such as the brass mill at
Kelston, are found within rolling valley countryside.
P8 N7 L20 H1 

DeViZeS & ReTuRn
4 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR
DaY 7HrS • ToTaL LoCkS 72 •
RoUtE TiMe 21 HoUrS

The spectacular Devizes flight consists of 29
wide beam locks, rising by 237 feet over just
two miles.
P8 N7 L20 H1 

BaTh & ReTuRn
3 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR
DaY 5HrS • ToTaL LoCkS 2 •
RoUtE TiMe 12 HoUrS

The UNESCO World Heritage City of Bath
is without doubt worthy of exploration.
Turn and moor before Bath Top Lock and
take an easy walk into the city centre.
P8 N7 L20 H1 

BaTh & ReTuRn
4 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR
DaY 5HrS • ToTaL LoCkS 14 •
RoUtE TiMe 18 HoUrS

The canal skirts around the city and many
of its attractions are within a 15 minute walk.
Descend the 6 lock Bath Flight to explore the
River Avon.
P8 N7 L20 H1 

BrAdFoRd On AvOn/
BoTtOm Of CaEn
& ReTuRn
3 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR
DaY 7HrS • ToTaL LoCkS 14 •
RoUtE TiMe 14 HoUrS

For an easy weekend combining cruising and
exploring, spend a day in Bradford and another
cruising to the base of Caen Hill Locks.
P8 N7 L20 H1

ShOrT BrEaKs WeEkEnDs: FrIdAy–MoNdAy (3 NiGhTs)
MiDwEeK: MoNdAy–FrIdAy (4 NiGhTs)
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MaRkEt DrAyToN
& ReTuRn
7 Or 10 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 8.5HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 38 • RoUtE TiMe 57 HoUrS

Through Fradley Junction, Great Haywood, Tixall Wide, Penkridge,
Autherley Junction, Tyrley Locks and back. In a parallel world reflecting
the evolution of transport, with unforgettable days full of tranquil drama
and whimsy, your route will lead you under bridges, over aqueducts
and through unusual canal cuttings. It will take you on a richly green
tour that skims the distant outskirts of the urban Midlands before
bursting into the tranquil haven of Shropshire countryside.
N3 N4 P1 P4 L12 L10

ThE BiRmInGhAm RiNg
AlSo KnOwN As ThE BlAcK CoUnTrY RiNg
7 Or 14 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 7.5HrS
ToTaL LoCkS 79 • RoUtE TiMe 47 HoUrS

A route with a mix of rural and urban, taking in parts of the Coventry
Canal, Trent & Mersey Canal, Staffordshire & Worcestershire Canal,
Birmingham Canal Navigations and Birmingham & Fazeley Canal.
This ring, which includes three tunnels, several aqueducts and 79
locks - can be done in 7 nights or a more relaxing 14 nights.

Your route swings from lock-free relaxation to energetic lock flights,
from rural to urban, and contrasts the winding and straight routes by
two of the greatest canal engineers. This is a journey of junctions
– Fradley, Great Haywood, Aldersley, Salford, Fazeley - from the
sprawling green territory of Cannock Chase to the historic canal
basin in Birmingham city centre.
N3 P1 L12

TiXaLl WiDe AnD ReTuRn
3 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 6HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 10 • RoUtE TiMe 15 HoUrS

Through Fradley Junction, Rugeley, Great Haywood and back.
This route skips through sheep-filled countryside with idyllic locks
and striking red-brick bridges. Secret stories lie in this landscape of
outstanding beauty, where you’ll learn new tiller skills, meet wildlife
and discover the story of a posh rebel who insisted a canal be shaped
for his pleasure.
N3 P1 L12

SaWlEy AnD ReTuRn
4 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 8.5HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 34 • RoUtE TiMe 30 HoUrS

Through Fradley, Burton-on-Trent, Shardlow and back. This journey is
rural and even remote at times, yet trips in and out of colourful hubs
that tell gripping stories of canal-life to the passing boater. There are
tales of medieval times and the English language, special water which
changed a town’s fortunes, and a vital inland port with links to pottery,
the Industrial Revolution and ‘canal mania’.
N3 P6

ShOrT BrEaKs WeEkEnDs: FrIdAy–MoNdAy (3 NiGhTs)
MiDwEeK: MoNdAy–FrIdAy (4 NiGhTs)
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CaMbRiDgE & ReTuRn
7 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 5HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 10 • RoUtE TiMe 30 HoUrS

Through Marmont Priory Lock, Salter’s Lode Lock, Denver Tidal Sluice
and back. Experience landscapes full of sky, and skies full of birds
along this route that communes with nature. The journey also takes you
travelling through time to touch some of Britain’s most potent history.
You’ll cruise across a place described as the ‘Holy Land of the English’
because of its cathedrals, and its celestial reputation makes sense as
you steep in far-reaching panoramas of the charismatic flat fenlands.
Heading along the River Cam, amongst the silent echoes of Geoffrey
Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, you'll pass through some locks and then
reach Cambridge, world famous for its university, founded in 1209.
The city is bursting with places to eat, and you can also shop and
enjoy the cerebral culture of museums and art galleries.

Whilst sightseeing in the city, you may hear the seats of the church
and choirs of Kings College Chapel descanting to the fens - and in the
stillness you’ll know a feeling of remoteness and tranquillity is calling
for your return journey.
IM3 L26

HuNtInGdOn & ReTuRn
7 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 6½HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 14 • RoUtE TiMe 36 HoUrS

Through Marmont Priory Lock, Salter’s Lode Lock, Denver Tidal Sluice
and back. Travel through wide open landscapes that expand with
nature’s free will and steer along waterways that have been managed
by the tenacity of man too. Your cruise tempts you to enjoy anything
from bird watching to visiting the remains of a 17th-century fort, and
there’s even a chance to see the bones of giant reptiles that stomped
around in this region over one hundred million years ago.

Arriving in Huntingdon, you come upon the birth place of Oliver
Cromwell, and the town is home to the Cromwell Museum where you
can discover what life was like during the Civil War. Every secret corner
in Huntingdon whispers of Oliver Cromwell’s life - his place of baptism,
his grammar school, and his headquarters in the Civil War. But the
town has other famous residents too, including Samuel Pepys, John
Montagu, John Major and the 4th Earl of Sandwich (without whose
invention, goodness knows what we would do every lunchtime!)

The return journey retraces your route from Huntingdon back to March,
with the chance to relax on the decks or, if you have time, to explore
more along the way.
IM3 L26

ElY & ReTuRn
3 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 8½HrS •
Or 4 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 6HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 6 • RoUtE TiMe 18 HoUrS

Through Marmont Priory Lock, Salter’s Lode Lock, Denver Tidal Sluice
and back. This route takes the water traveller on a journey bursting
at its banks with history and wildlife - from the town that was once an
island, following tranquil waters and wide skies, adventuring through
the mighty Denver Tidal Sluice and reaching Cromwell’s home
territory in Ely.
IM3 L26

WaNsFoRd & ReTuRn
3 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 8HrS •
Or 4 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 5½HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 10 • RoUtE TiMe 20 HoUrS

Through Ashline Lock, Orton Lock and back. An idyllic journey
through wide countryside bursting with wildlife and quintessentially
English charms. As well as mingling with geese, swans and precious
species of endangered wildlife, this route includes sites of Tudor
history and a little blue tank engine called Thomas.
IM1 L26

ShOrT BrEaKs WeEkEnDs: FrIdAy–MoNdAy (3 NiGhTs)
MiDwEeK: MoNdAy–FrIdAy (4 NiGhTs)

Please Note: Due to low bridges bicycles and paddleboards cannot
be accommodated from this location.
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NNaNtWiCh
CaNaL CeNtRe
OuR BaSe In NaNtWiCh, ChEsHiRe WiTh AcCeSs To
ThE ShRoPsHiRe UnIoN CaNaL, TrEnT & MeRsEy, CaNaL
LlAnGoLlEn CaNaL AnD MoRe.

ChEsHiRe, Cw5 8Lb
TeL: 01270 625122
WwW.NaNtWiChCaNaLcEnTrE.CoM
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ChEsTeR & ReTuRn
3 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 7HrS
Or 4 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 6HrS
ToTaL LoCkS 22 • RoUtE TiMe 17 HoUrS

A scenic cruise through the Cheshire countryside to Chester,
with lots to see enroute.

Take a cruise down the scenic Shropshire Union Canal, dotted with pretty towns
and villages and a couple of lock flights, to the home of Gingerbread at Market Drayton.

MiDdLeWiCh & ReTuRn
3 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 5HrS
ToTaL LoCkS 14 • RoUtE TiMe 13 HoUrS

MaRkEt DrAyToN & ReTuRn
3 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 7HrS, ToTaL LoCkS 44 • RoUtE TiMe 16 HoUrS

Ideal for novices, a relaxed and mostly rural cruise through the
Cheshire countryside to the Roman town of Middlewich, famed
for its salt production. The first couple of hours are lock-free,
meaning you can get used to handling your narrowboat before
getting your windlass ready!

ShOrT BrEaKs WeEkEnDs: FrIdAy–MoNdAy (3 NiGhTs)
MiDwEeK: MoNdAy–FrIdAy (4 NiGhTs)

BoOk YoUr CaNaL BoAtInG BrEaK ToDaY
CaLl Us On 0303-61689 Or EmAiL InFo@SwEdEcHaRtEr.CoM Or ViSiT WwW.SwEdEcHaRtEr.CoM 31

BrEwOoD & ReTuRn
7 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 5.5HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 56 • RoUtE TiMe 35 HoUrS

Take a leisurely cruise down the scenic Shropshire Union Canal, 
dotted with pretty towns and villages, to the home of 
Gingerbread at Market Drayton, and onwards to Brewood in 
Staffordshire.

This is a real ‘get away from it all’ cruise, but still calling at many 
interesting places to stop and explore on your journey.  Average 
cruising time of just 5 and a half hours means you have plenty of 
time for sightseeing or taking in an afternoon tea!

Perfect for beginners, this route through the Cheshire 
countryside passes through pretty towns and villages, a couple 
of aqueducts, a few tunnels, and the opportunity to visit the 
Anderton Boat Lift Visitor Centre where boats are lifted down to 
the River Weaver below.

LyMm & ReTuRn
7 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 5.5HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 18 • RoUtE TiMe 35 HoUrS

The Llangollen Canal has some beautiful scenery and 
breathtaking engineering, and is one of the most popular canals 
in Britain.

It combines the gentle countryside of Shropshire and crosses 
the border into Wales over Chirk Aqueduct. It boasts one of the 
most striking features on the UK canal network - the 
Pontcysyllte Aqueduct which you will have to travel across 
before you get to Llangollen.

Unusually, this canal has a flow of 2mph as it feeds other canals, 
so the outbound journey will always be slower than on the way 
back.

LlAnGoLlEn & ReTuRn
7-10 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 7.5HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 42 • RoUtE TiMe 49 HoUrS

A cruise with something for everyone through the counties of 
Shropshire, Cheshire, Staffordshire and the West Midlands.

akes you along the wonderfully rural Staffordshire & 
Worcestershire Canal to Great Haywood Junction. Passing 
under a distinctive roving bridge, you join the Trent & Mersey 
Canal heading north towards the Potteries and Peak District.

Rolling Staffordshire countryside leads you to Stoke-on-Trent, 
the Wedgwood Visitor Centre and the impressive 2926-yard 
long Harecastle Tunnel.

The scenery on the climb up ‘Heartbreak Hill’ to the summit at 
Kidsgrove is fantastic. Beyond Harecastle the 13 miles to the salt 
town of Middlewich sees the canal descend 31 locks to the 
Cheshire Plains.

The short Middlewich arm links the Trent and Mersey Canal to 
the Shropshire Union Canal again through more glorious 
countryside.

ThE FoUr CoUnTiEs RiNg
10-14 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 4.5 - 6.5HrS

ToTaL LoCkS 94 • RoUtE TiMe 61 HoUrS
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FoR PeAcE AnD TrAnQuIlLiTy, StArT FrOm SpRiNgWoOd HaVeN,
WhErE YoU'Ll EnJoY ThE CoUnTrYsIdE ViEwS, BeFoRe EmBaRkInG
On JoUrNeYs InTo BeAuTiFuL ToWn ScEnErY. ThIs Is A GrEaT
StArT LoCaTiOn To ExPlOrE ThE AsHbY CaNaL.
GoT To WwW.AbCbOaThIrE.CoM FoR MoRe InFoRmAtIoN



BoOk YoUr CaNaL BoAtInG BrEaK ToDaY
CaLl Us On 0303-61689 Or EmAiL InFo@SwEdEcHaRtEr.CoM Or ViSiT WwW.SwEdEcHaRtEr.CoM 33

BaNbUrY & ReTuRn
7 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 8.5HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 50 • RoUtE TiMe 54 HoUrS

This is a journey of trade and heritage, accompanied by the rhythms of
poetry, music and nursery rhymes. Meandering along one of engineer
James Brindley’s renowned contour-hugging canals, the peaceful
countryside calls out with symbolic windmills, quirky huts and wartime
memories.
N3 N1 P6 P7 L14 L17

MaRkEt HaRbOrOuGh
& ReTuRn
7 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 9HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 54 • RoUtE TiMe 59 HoUrS

A relaxing cruise, as the canal winds through uncluttered countryside.
This route offers the rare chance to revel in remote landscapes with the
drama of an idyllic lock flight and the heritage of two of Britain's canals’
most loved marinas.
N3 P6 P7 L14

TiXaLl WiDe & ReTuRn
7 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 7HrS • ToTaL
LoCkS 36 • RoUtE TiMe 37 HoUrS

With stories of canal companies, pottery makers, and aristocrats who
shaped their surroundings for their pleasure, you’ll meet wildlife and
learn about language and perhaps new tiller skills!
N3 P4 P6 L10 L13

StOkE BrUeRnE & ReTuRn
7 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 7½HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 34 • RoUtE TiMe 49 HoUrS

Your rural cruise leads from iron bridges to idyllic thatched cottages,
from sport to shoes. On a journey which tells of world-renowned
engineering and mathematics, you will discover more of the heritage of
the canals and ironically of our modern world.
N3 N1 P6 P7 L14 L18

ThE EaSt MiDlAnDs &
LeIcEsTeR RiNg
10-14 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 6-8½HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 100 • RoUtE TiMe 78 HoUrS

This is a varied route which takes in the Coventry Canal, parts of the
Oxford Canal, Grand Union Canal Leicester Line, the River Soar, a short
section of the River Trent and part of the Trent & Mersey Canal.
N3 P6 P10

ThE WaRwIcKsHiRe RiNg
10-14 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 4½-6½HrS

• ToTaL LoCkS 120 • RoUtE TiMe 60 HoUrS

This route takes in parts of the Oxford Canal, the Coventry Canal, the
Birmingham & Fazeley Canal, Stratford Canal, Worcester & Birmingham
Canal and the Grand Union Main Line. A great mix of rural and urban
cruising.
N3 P6 L13

ShArDlOw & ReTuRn
14 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 7½HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 58 • RoUtE TiMe 49 HoUrS

A route with tales of medieval times and reeds, special water used by
monks to change a town’s fortunes and a vital inland port with links to
pottery, the Industrial Revolution and ‘canal mania’.
N3 P6

BrAuNsToN & ReTuRn
4 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 7½HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 8 • RoUtE TiMe 26 HoUrS

A relaxing cruise through mostly open countryside, this is a journey
of junctions and battles between two rival canals, the Oxford and the
Grand Union.
N3 P6 L14

FrAdLeY JuNcTiOn & ReTuRn
3-4 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 7HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 26 • RoUtE TiMe 25 HoUrS

Treading a rural route through nature reserves and pools left behind
by industry, this cruise winds gently through beautiful countryside.
N3 P6

NaPtOn JuNcTiOn & ReTuRn
4 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 9HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 8 • RoUtE TiMe 30 HoUrS

A relaxing cruise through open countryside, you’ll discover sporting
history, Horseley iron bridges and symbolic windmills.
N3 P6 L13

SnArEsToNe & ReTuRn
3 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 8½HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 0 • RoUtE TiMe 20 HoUrS

This peaceful lock-free route meanders through countryside and
mingles pleasantly with wildlife.
N3 P6 L13

ShOrT BrEaKs WeEkEnDs: FrIdAy–MoNdAy (3 NiGhTs)
MiDwEeK: MoNdAy–FrIdAy (4 NiGhTs)
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FoR TrAnQuIlLiTy AnD BeAuTy, StArT FrOm WhItChUrCh AnD
MeAnDeR AlOnG ThE LlAnGoLlEn AnD ShRoPsHiRe UnIoN CaNaLs,
WhErE YoU'Ll EnJoY ThE WiDe OpEn SpAcEs AnD HiLlSiDeS Of
WaLeS. YoU CaN ViSiT ThE PoNtCySyLlTe AqUeDuCt In A 4 NiGhT
Or WeEk BrEaK FrOm ThIs BaSe.
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LlAnGoLlEn & ReTuRn
7 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 4HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 4 • RoUtE TiMe 27 HoUrS

The Llangollen Canal is a varied route with isolated sheep pastures,
ancient peat mosses and tree-lined lakes that lead to the foothills of
Snowdonia. From Whitchurch Marina, you can complete a relaxing
week route to Llangollen going over the Pontcysyllte Aqueduct or a 4
night short break (cruising time minimum 8 hours per day with 4 locks).
Visit www.abcboathire.com for more detailed information.
P3 N4 L8 H2 

ChEsTeR & ReTuRn
7 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 5HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 66 • RoUtE TiMe 35 HoUrS

Visit the historic city of Chester with its shopping, restaurants, the
River Dee and its spectacular cathedral (see www.visitchester.com for
more details). This route can also be completed from our Wrenbury,
Blackwater or Anderton marinas. Visit www.abcboathire.com for more
detailed information.
P3 N4 L8 

CaLdOn CaNaL
14 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 7½HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 136 • RoUtE TiMe 77 HoUrS

Another longer route from Whitchurch Marina.
Visit www.abcboathire.com for more detailed information.
P3 P4 N4 L8 L10 

AuDlEm & ReTuRn
7 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 6HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 50 • RoUtE TiMe 29 HoUrS

(includes 3 staircase locks)
This route will take you up the Llangollen Canal and then down the
Shropshire Union. Audlem is famous for its run of 15 locks on the
Shropshire Union Canal. Interpretration panels by the towpath in
Audlem describe the operation of locks and the canal’s history.
P3 N4 L8 

ThE ChEsHiRe RiNg
14 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 6HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 137 • RoUtE TiMe 82 HoUrS

This route can be completed from Whitchurch, Blackwater Meadow
or Wrenbury Marina. Visit www.abcboathire.com for more detailed
information.
P3 P5 N4 N5 L5 L8 

FoUr CoUnTiEs RiNg
11-14 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 6HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 132 • RoUtE TiMe 79 HoUrS

Travel up the canal to the Shropshire Union to begin the ring and then
complete it from 11 to 14 days depending on how leisurely you want to
take it. Visit www.abcboathire.com for more detailed information.
P3 P4 N4 L8 L10 

WrEnBuRy & ReTuRn
3 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 5HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 20 • RoUtE TiMe 11 HoUrS

Travel between our Whitchurch and Wrenbury Marinas on this
picturesque canal.
P3 N4 L8 H2 

ElLeSmErE & ReTuRn
3 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 5½HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 0 • RoUtE TiMe 11 HoUrS

The trip into Ellesmere is through an area of beauty with a series
of Ice-Age lakes known as ‘meres’.
P3 N4 L8 H2 

HuRlEsToN JuNcTiOn & ReTuRn
3 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 9HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 32 • RoUtE TiMe 19 HoUrS

For those wanting a bit more activity, you can cruise east towards
the English end of the canal.
P3 N4 L8 H2

NaNtWiCh & ReTuRn
4 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 7HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 40 • RoUtE TiMe 21 HoUrS

Further down from Hurleston Junction is Nantwich and its aqueduct.
P3 N4 L8 H2 

ShOrT BrEaKs WeEkEnDs: FrIdAy–MoNdAy (3 NiGhTs)
MiDwEeK: MoNdAy–FrIdAy (4 NiGhTs)
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StOuRpOrT RiNg
7 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 7½HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 116 • RoUtE TiMe 52 HoUrS

It is recommended to travel this ring clockwise from Worcester
Marina heading out onto the River Severn on the first day of cruising.
Love trains? Why not see if you can plan time to experience the steam
trains on Severn Valley Railway (www.svr.co.uk). The Stourport
Ring visits three contrasting cities Worcester, Wolverhampton and
Birmingham taking in urban views and countryside scenes. From the
River Severn you will reach Stourport Basin with The Treasure Island
Amusement Park and award winning fish and chip shops, which gives
it a seaside holiday feel. For a slightly different route, you might want
to go onto the Droitwich Canal, which can also be travelled from
Alvechurch Marina.
P1 N2 L16 

AvOn RiNg
10-14 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 6HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 139 • RoUtE TiMe 63 HoUrS

(Additional licence required for River Avon).
This route can be started from Worcester or Alvechurch Marina.
Visit www.abcboathire.com for more detailed information.
P2 N2 L15 

StRaTfOrD-UpOn-AvOn
& ReTuRn
7 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 6HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 44 • RoUtE TiMe 45 HoUrS

(Avon Licence required from Tewkesbury)
(Not advisable for beginners)
Cruise through idyllic stretches of countryside to this historic town,
which offers a superb mixture of culture, history and shopping.
Moor in the beautifully maintained canal basin at Stratford, where you
can visit the Royal Shakespeare Theatre and many other attractions.
You will need to obtain a licence for the River Avon from Tewkesbury
(see www.avonnavigationtrust.org for more details) and having a
second route option is advisable as you will be travelling on the river.
P2 N2 L15 

BiRmInGhAm & ReTuRn
7 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 6HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 108 • RoUtE TiMe 39 HoUrS

This route will take you up the Worcester and Birmingham Canal, past
the Droitwich Canal, through Hanbury Wharf, past Stoke Prior and onto
the Tardebigge Flight of locks. The Tardebigge Locks is the longest
flight in the UK comprising of 30 locks between Stoke Prior and
Tardebigge Tunnel (length 580 yards).
P2 N2 L16 

DrOiTwIcH RiNg
3 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR
DaY 6HrS • ToTaL LoCkS 33 •
RoUtE TiMe 16 HoUrS

The Droitwich Canal links the Worcester
and Birmingham with the River Severn at
Hawford creating a mini-ring from Worcester.
Cruising the ring will take approximately
16 hours so a short break is possible, but
will require long days cruising on weekend
breaks.
P2 N2 D1

StOkE PrIoR & ReTuRn
3 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR
DaY 6HrS • ToTaL LoCkS 38 •
RoUtE TiMe 16 HoUrS

Cruise up the Worcester and Birmingham
Canal. This trip takes you north into rural
Worcestershire where you pass through the
very heart of ‘Archers’ country to the village
of Stoke Prior.
P1 N2 L16 

StOuRtOn JuNcTiOn
& ReTuRn
4 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR
DaY 7HrS • ToTaL LoCkS 41 •
RoUtE TiMe 28 HoUrS

Cruise up the River Severn to the inland
port of Stourport where you join the idyllic
Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal.
Before returning to Worcester you will be
able to enjoy seeing North Worcestershire
at its best from this gently meandering canal.
P1 N2 L16 

ShOrT BrEaKs WeEkEnDs: FrIdAy–MoNdAy (3 NiGhTs)
MiDwEeK: MoNdAy–FrIdAy (4 NiGhTs)
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WWrEnBuRy
FoR PrEtTy ScEnErY AnD StUnNiNg ViEwS, LiTtLe CoMpArEs
To ThE LlAnGoLlEn CaNaL, WiTh SiGhTs ThAt InClUdE ThE
ElLeSmErE ‘MeReS’ AnD ThE PoNtCySyLlTe AqUeDuCt.

WeLsH BoRdErS, Cw5 8Hg
TeL: 01270 780544
WwW.WrEnBuRyMiLl.CoM
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LlAnGoLlEn & ReTuRn
7 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 5½HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 24 • RoUtE TiMe 38 HoUrS

If you would like to travel to Llangollen, but were looking to complete
more locks, then start from Wrenbury Marina rather than Whitchurch
or Blackwater Meadow. The last locks before Llangollen are at New
Marton, half way between Ellesmere and Chirk.

From there, the canal clings to the hillside, offering a blend of views,
from aqueducts to tunnels. This route will take you lock-free through
to Llangollen.
P3 N4 L8 H2 

ElLeSmErE PoRt
& ReTuRn
7 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 6½HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 48 • RoUtE TiMe 31 HoUrS

From Wrenbury you will travel up the Llangollen Canal to join the
Shropshire Union Canal and travel up to the industrial town of
Ellesmere Port. Why not visit the National Waterways Museum, which
brings together a unique fleet of historic boats and archives to tell the
story of Britain's waterways?
P3 N4 L8 

MaRkEt DrAyToN
7 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 5HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 62 • RoUtE TiMe 25 HoUrS

When you join the Shropshire Union Canal at Hurleston Junction head
down the canal to Market Drayton. Did you know Market Drayton has
been the home of gingerbread for the last 200 years?
(Find out more at www.shropshiretourism.co.uk/market-drayton).
P3 N4 L8 

ThE ChEsHiRe RiNg
11-14 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 6HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 137 • RoUtE TiMe 72 HoUrS

This route can be completed from Wrenbury Marina in 11 to 14 nights,
depending on how relaxing you want the journey to be.
P3 P5 N4 N5 L5 L8

FoUr CoUnTiEs RiNg
14 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR DaY 6HrS •
ToTaL LoCkS 132 • RoUtE TiMe 69 HoUrS

This ring can also be completed from Whitchurch and Blackwater
Meadow from the Llangollen, or Gailey and Anderton Marina.
P3 P5 N4 L8 

WhItChUrCh & ReTuRn
3 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR
DaY 4HrS • ToTaL LoCkS 20 •
RoUtE TiMe 11 HoUrS

Travel between our Wrenbury and
Whitchurch Marinas and explore
Whitchurch before you return
(www.shropshiretourism.co.uk/whitchurch).
P3 N4 L8 H2 

ElLeSmErE & ReTuRn
3 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe PeR
DaY 8½HrS • ToTaL LoCkS 20 •
RoUtE TiMe 22 HoUrS

The run into Ellesmere is through an area of
outstanding beauty, with a series of Ice-Age
lakes known as ‘meres’ very close to the
canal.
P3 N4 L8 H2 

ChIrK & ReTuRn
4 NiGhTs • CrUiSiNg TiMe
PeR DaY 6HrS • ToTaL LoCkS 24 •
RoUtE TiMe 30 HoUrS

Towards the Welsh border at Chirk, the
country’s fine hills come into view and the
scenery becomes altogether more dramatic.
P3 N4 L8 H2 

ShOrT BrEaKs WeEkEnDs: FrIdAy–MoNdAy (3 NiGhTs)
MiDwEeK: MoNdAy–FrIdAy (4 NiGhTs)

HoLiDaY PrOpErTy AlSo AvAiLaBlE At ThIs LoCaTiOn PlEaSe SeE:

WwW.AbChOlIdAyCoTtAgEs.CoM
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A FlOaTiNg
HoLiDaY
HoMe
So MuCh ChOiCe. We ArE SuRe ThAt, AmOnGsT ThE FoLlOwInG
PaGeS, YoU WiLl FiNd A BoAt ThAt SuItS YoUr OwN InDiViDuAl
TaStE. We BeLiEvE ThAt ThErE ArE No BeTtEr BoAtS On ThE
InLaNd WaTeRwAyS AnD We HoPe ThAt By ThE EnD Of YoUr
HoLiDaY, YoU'Ll AgReE WiTh Us ToO!

40



BoOk YoUr CaNaL BoAtInG BrEaK ToDaY
CaLl Us On 0330 333 0590 Or EmAiL InFo@AbCbOaThIrE.CoM Or ViSiT WwW.AbCbOaThIrE.CoM 39

SaLoOn
During the day it is a sitting room, dining room and play area, complete
with a TV (reception variable at canal level) DVD and CD/radio player -
and at night some dinettes can be converted into a double bed.

StOwAgE
You will find lockers and hanging space, we suggest that you bring soft
foldable bags instead of hard suitcases.

ThE GaLlEy
Boating can give you a splendid appetite, so the galleys are fitted with a
cooker and fridge.

ToIlEtS
Our boats come with very efficient and environmentally friendly, fresh
water flushing toilets on all boats.

WaTeR
We provide double filtered drinking water on our boats. The 150 gallon
tank will need to be topped up daily from waterpoints along the canal.
(These are frequent and clearly marked.)

ShOwErS
Showers with hot water just like home.

BeRtHs
All of our boats have comfortable beds. We provide freshly laundered
duvets and bedding.

EnGiNeS
Reliable, quiet, smooth running diesel engines.

BeDdInG & ToWeLs
All bed linen is provided: sheets, pillows, pillow cases, pillow and
mattress protectors, duvets and duvet covers. There is 1 medium towel
per person and 1 hand towel per person on all boats.

FrEe (Subject to terms & conditions and
network coverage)

StErN TyPeS

CrUiSeR SeMi-TrAdItIoNaL

41

ThE WhOlE ExPeRiEnCe
WaS AmAzInG! GrEaT FuN,
A FuLlY EqUiPpEd BoAt -

CoUlD NoT FaUlT A ThInG.

"

"
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GuIdE To
SyMbOlS
• Central heating with radiators throughout

the boat

• Fully equipped galley with a gas stove, grill
and oven, refrigerator, sink and drainer, work
surface and storage space

• Bedding

• Bathroom (2 full size bathrooms on our larger
boats) with toilet, shower, hand basin and 240
volt shaver socket

• All boats have a TV (reception variable at canal
level), CD and DVD players

• Quiet water-cooled engine

• Fresh water tank with double filter system
for drinking water

• FREE WiFi (subject to terms & conditions
and coverage)

ElEcTrIcItY
All our boats have 12 volt electricity. The batteries
charge whilst the engine is running to power
items such as the fridge, TV, DVD, CD/ Radio,
lights and a cigar lighter socket.

240 VoLt ElEcTrIcItY
This symbol indicates that the boat has an inverter
that supplies 240v electricity to certain appliances
on the boat. This is suitable for the electrical items
supplied, but may damage your own equipment.

ToIlEtS
All of our boats are equipped with fresh water
flush toilets which will, in most cases, last for a full
week without need of pumping out (pump-outs are
readily available at most boat yards for a small fee).

ElEcTrIc ToIlEt
This symbol indicates the boat has the latest
design of electrically operated macerator toilets,
which are comparable to a domestic toilet in
terms of size and appearance. Please note that

these are not suitable for the disposal of ‘moist
toilet wipes’, quilted toilet paper or any other
items which will block the system.

AlArMs
All our boats are equipped with carbon monoxide
and smoke alarms.

CoTs
If you are bringing your own travel cot, please
check the website or call the marina. Space
is obviously limited, and for health and safety
reasons we can advise on suitable boats that they
can be accommodated on.

CoT SiDeS
For toddlers and younger children, cot sides can
be supplied to fit our bunks (where possible) -
request when booking.

OpTiOnAl BuNkS
Some classes of boat have an optional bunk bed,
which provides greater layout flexibility. These

beds are operated by the boat yard who will
either lock it away or set it up for use if you have
requested it. There is a 10 stone weight limit for
optional high level berths and they may not be
used above a double bed.

BuOyAnCy AiDs
There are buoyancy aids available free of charge
for both children and adults at the marinas
(compulsory for children under the age of 18 and
non-swimmers). There are two adult buoyancy
aids on board but any additional buoyancy
aids should be requested on arrival. They do
not need to be booked in advance and should
be requested upon arrival at the marina so the
correct size can be fitted.

ToWeLs AnD BeDdInG
On all boats, a medium towel and a hand towel is
provided for every member of the crew. Bedding
is provided to suit the bed layout configuration
requested.

WashbasinSink & Drainer

StAnDaRd ItEmS AvAiLaBlE On AlL BoAtS:

FridgeToiletShower WardrobeCooker TV

AdDiTiOnAl ItEmS AvAiLaBlE On SoMe BoAtS:

Security Box Cafetiere / Coffee
Machine

HairdryerMicrowave Vacuum cleanerCarpetsToaster The chart next to each boat description indicates
the bases and start days for which boats in the
class are available.

Bases Fri/Mon Sat
Alvechurch

Gailey

As part of our commitment to safety, all of
our start bases have been independently
audited by British Marine for the standard
of boat handover and tuition.

All of our boats are inspected regularly
and customer feedback is monitored to
ensure our high quality standards are
maintained.

All of our marinas are regularly
inspected by the tourist boards
for England, Scotland and Wales.

AlL Of OuR BoAtS HaVe At LeAsT ThE FoLlOwInG EqUiPmEnT PrOvIdEd FrEe Of ChArGe:

DVD player WiFiCD Player Towels
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NB. Boats are individually handcrafted, so layouts may vary on
different boats within each class from the diagram shown.

InSiDe
OuR BoAtS

All of our boats have been individually handmade in this
country and have unique interiors with different styles.

For specific advice on boat layouts contact the marina
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BoAt LaYoUtS
There are 2 different classes of boat, with a flexibility of design that allows
a choice of berths to suit any group from 2 up to 12 people.

The majority of permanent cabins can be made up as either a double or two
single berths - just tell us the layout you require and the boat will be set up
in that configuration, with the appropriate bedding, for when you arrive. The
symbols indicate its features (see key on page 42) and the box to the right of
each boat shows the base and start days it operates.

FoR DeTaIlS Of BuNk DiMeNsIoNs
SeE WwW.AbCbOaThIrE.CoM

Available for all boats...
FrEe

42

2+2 BeRtH • LeNgTh 42Ft.
CrUiSeR StErN

LaYoUt 1
One double berth and one dinette/double berth

LaYoUt 2
Two single berths and one dinette/double berth

SlEePs Up To 4

seat

seat

table galley

tv

aft
deck

double
berth well

deck

dinette/
double berth

tv

galleytable

aft
deck

single
berth

single
berth

seat

seat

well
deck

dinette/
double berth

ViKiNg NeNe ClAsS
Bases Fri/Mon Sat Sat/Tues
Gailey

44



SwIfT AdDiTiOnAl
FeAtUrEs:

• LED lighting throughout

• TV in bedroom and saloon

• Large mirror in the bathroom

• Shower with bi-fold door

• 4 speaker radio/CD

• Extractor in the bathroom

• Front deck table

• Wider beds

BoOk YoUr CaNaL BoAtInG BrEaK ToDaY
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SlEePs Up To 4
2+2 BeRtH • LeNgTh 49Ft.
CrUiSeR StErN

2+2 BeRtH • LeNgTh 49Ft.
CrUiSeR StErN

LaYoUt 1
One dinette double and two single berths

LaYoUt 1
One dinette/double berth and one double berth

LaYoUt 3
Two dinette singles and one double berth

AlVeChUrCh
KeStReL ClAsS

AlVeChUrCh SwIfT

AlVeChUrCh GrEbE
Bases Fri/Mon Sat
Springwood

Wrenbury

LaYoUt 2
Four single berths

LaYoUt 2
One dinette/double berth and two single berths

LaYoUt 4
Two double berths
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single
berth
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single
berth
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sh
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sh
el

f

tv

dinette/
single berth

folding bed

sh
el

f

sh
el

f

galley

aft
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deck

seat

seat

double
berth

sh
el

f

tv

dinette
berth

folding bed

double

table

well
deck

seat

seat

engine/
tiller

dinette double

well
deck

seat

seat

engine/
tiller

single

single

table

dinette double

Bases Fri/Mon Sat
Gailey

Bases Fri/Mon Sat/TueSat

Alvechurch

Aldermaston

Blackwater

Hilperton

Springwood

Gailey

Gayton

Whitchurch

Wrenbury
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SlEePs Up To 4
2+2 BeRtH • LeNgTh 49Ft.
SeMi-TrAdItIoNaL StErN

LaYoUt 1
One double berth and one dinette/double berth

AlVeChUrCh
WeAvEr

AlVeChUrCh WrEn

Bases Fri/Mon Sat
Aldermaston

Bases Fri/Mon Sat
Alvechurch

Anderton

Blackwater

Falkirk

Gailey

Hilperton

Gayton

Kings Orchard

March

Springwood

Nantwich

Whitchurch

Wrenbury

Worcester

LaYoUt 2
Two single berths and one dinette/double berth

WrEn AdDiTiOnAl
FeAtUrEs:

• LED lighting throughout

• TV in bedroom and saloon

• Large mirror in the bathroom

• Shower with bi-fold door

• 4 speaker radio/CD

• Extractor in the bathroom

• Front deck table

• Wider beds

double

table table

seat

seat

well
deck

seat

seat

engine/tiller

dinette double

seat

seat

engine/tiller

single

single

table table
well
deck

seat

seat
dinette double

SeRvIcE Is SuPeR AnD
EvErYbOdY'S VeRy

FrIeNdLy AnD HeLpFuL.
ThE BoAtS ArE WeLl
EqUiPpEd AnD ClEaN.
HaD A GrEaT HoLiDaY.

ThAnKs, AnD HoPe To SeE
YoU AgAiN SoOn.

"

"
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SlEePs Up To 5
2+3 BeRtH • LeNgTh 49Ft.
CrUiSeR StErN

LaYoUt 1
One double berth in forward cabin

AlVeChHuRcH FiNcH

AlVeChUrCh
BuNtInG

Bases Fri/Mon Sat
Goytre Wharf

Bases Fri/Mon Sat
Aldermaston

Alvechurch

Anderton

LaYoUt 2
Two low level single berths in forward cabin

Optional high level single berth is available
to provide 5th berth in forward cabin.

Stove only available on Heron class

4+1 BeRtH • LeNgTh 58Ft.
SeMi-TrAdItIoNaL StErN

LaYoUt 1
Two single berths, one double and one dinette/single berth

AlVeChUrCh HeRoN

AlVeChUrCh PlOvEr

Bases Fri/Mon Sat Sat/Tues

Sat/Tues

Anderton

Hilperton

Wrenbury

Bases Fri/Mon Sat
Alvechurch

Kings Orchard

Blackwater

Gayton

Whitchurch

Wrenbury

LaYoUt 2
Two double berths and one dinette/single berth

double

seat

seat

table

dinette double

engine/
tiller

well
deck

seat

seat

table

dinette double

engine/
tiller

single/
berth above

single

well
deck

double

table table

toilet

seat

seat

seat

seat

well
deck

engine/tiller

single

single

dinette

doubledouble toilet

seat

seat

engine/tiller table table
seat

seat

well
deck

dinette

PlOvEr AdDiTiOnAl
FeAtUrEs:

• LED lighting throughout

• TV in a bedroom and saloon

• Large mirror in the bathroom

• Shower with bi-fold door

• 4 speaker radio/CD

• Extractor in the bathroom

• Front deck table

• Wider beds

There is a 10 stone weight limit for optional high level
berths and may not be used above a double bed.
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SlEePs Up To 6
4+2 BeRtH • LeNgTh 66Ft.
SeMi-TrAd StErN

LaYoUt 1
Four single berths and one dinette double

LaYoUt 2
Two single berths, one double berth and one dinette double

LaYoUt 3
Two single berths, one double berth and one dinette double

LaYoUt 4
Two double berths and one dinette double

AlVeChUrCh PaRtRiDgE

Bases Fri/Mon Sat
Alvechurch

Anderton

Nantwich

Hilperton

Wrenbury

fold out seat

dinette double

table

seat

seat

well
deck

single

single

single

single

fold out seat

dinette double

table

seat

seat

well
deck

single

single

double

fold out seat

dinette double

table

seat

seat

well
deck

single

single
double

fold out seat

dinette double

table

seat

seat

well
deck

double double

PaRtRiDgE

AdDiTiOnAl FeAtUrEs:

• LED lighting throughout

• TV in a bedroom and saloon

• Large mirror in the bathroom

• Shower with bi-fold door

• 4 speaker radio/CD

• Extractor in the bathroom

• Front deck table

• Wider beds
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SlEePs Up To 6

AlVeChUrCh
ThRuSh

Bases Fri/Mon Sat Sat/Tues
Aldermaston

Alvechurch

Gayton

Hilperton

4+2 BeRtH • LeNgTh 66Ft.
SeMi-TrAdItIoNaL StErN

LaYoUt 1
Two double berths and one dinette/double berth

LaYoUt 3
One double berth, two single berths and one dinette/double berth

LaYoUt 2
Two single berths, one double berth and one dinette/double berth

LaYoUt 4
Four single berths and one dinette/double berth

AlVeChUrCh LaRk

Please              Note: The Alvechurch Lark at Falkirk
is 63ft in length.

Bases Fri/Mon Sat Sat/Tues
Aldermaston

Alvechurch

Anderton

Blackwater

Falkirk

Hilperton

Gayton

Kings Orchard

Springwood

Whitchurch

Worcester

Wrenbury

double
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table table

dinette double

double

well
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single

single

engine/tiller
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dinette double
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table table

dinette double
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seat

single

single

single

single

engine/tiller

seat

seat

table table

dinette double

LaRk AdDiTiOnAl
FeAtUrEs:

• LED lighting throughout

• TV in a bedroom and saloon

• Large mirror in the bathroom

• Shower with bi-fold door

• 4 speaker radio/CD

• Extractor in the bathroom

• Front deck table

• Wider beds

x2

x2
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SlEePs Up To 6
4+2 BeRtH • LeNgTh 60Ft.
CrUiSeR StErN

LaYoUt 1
Four single berths and one dinette/two single berths

LaYoUt 3
Four single berths and one dinette/double berth

LaYoUt 2
Two double berths and one dinette/double berth

LaYoUt 4
One double berth, one dinette/double berth and two single berths

AlVeChUrCh DoVe
Bases Fri/Mon Sat Sat/Tues
Aldermaston

Worcester

Ideal for two couples as a luxury boat with
separate cabins and bathrooms and easy
access to saloon and galley.

*Gailey Ducks may not be configured as 6 singles. The middle cabin can only
be a double or one single. The forward shower on the Gailey Duck has a
curtain not a glass screen.

AlVeChUrCh DuCk*
Bases Fri/Mon Sat Sat/Tues
Gailey

March

Springwood

Whitchurch

Worcester

Ideal for two couples as a luxury boat with
separate cabins and bathrooms and easy
access to saloon and galley.

seat

seat

engine/tiller

single

single

single

single

single

single

well
deck

double

double

engine/tiller

seat

seat

well
deck

dinette
double
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tableengine/tiller

singlesingle

single single
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seat
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dinette double

fold out single

double

engine/tiller

single

single

seat

seat

well
deck

dinette
double

fold out single

DuCk AdDiTiOnAl
FeAtUrEs:

• LED lighting throughout

• TV in a bedroom and saloon

• Large mirror in the bathroom

• Shower with bi-fold door

• 4 speaker radio/CD

• Extractor in the bathroom

• Front deck table

• Wider beds

4+2 BeRtH • LeNgTh 57Ft. CrUiSeR StErN
LaYoUt 1
Two single berths, one double berth and one dinette/double berth

LaYoUt 2
Two double berths and one dinette/double berth

FaLkIrK SpIrIt
Bases Sat/Wed
Falkirk

double

single

single seat

seatdinette double

aft
deck

table
front
deck

double double

front
deck

seat

seat

aft
deck

dinette double

table

x2

x2
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Bases Fri/Mon Sat Sat/Tues
Alvechurch

Anderton

Falkirk

Gayton

Hilperton

Whitchurch

Worcester

SlEePs Up To 6
4+2 BeRtH • LeNgTh 66Ft.
CrUiSeR StErN • GuLl
4+2 BeRtH • LeNgTh 66Ft*.
CrUiSeR StErN • SaNdPiPeR

LaYoUt 1
One dinette/double berth and two double berths

*Sandpiper at Falkirk is 63ft

LaYoUt 3
One dinette/double, one double berth and two single berths

LaYoUt 2
One dinette/double berth and four single berths

LaYoUt 4
One dinette/double berth, two single berths and one double berth

AlVeChUrCh
SaNdPiPeR

AlVeChUrCh GuLl
Bases Fri/Mon Sat
Aldermaston

Wrenbury

Anderton

Gailey

Springwood

double

double
table table

well
deck

seat

seat

engine/
tiller

dinette double

well
deck

seat

seat

single

single

single

single

engine/
tiller

table table

dinette double

well
deck

seat

seat

single

single
double

table table

engine/
tiller

dinette double

well
deck

seat

seat

single

single

double
engine/
tiller

table table

dinette double

SaNdPiPeR
AdDiTiOnAl FeAtUrEs:

• LED lighting throughout

• TV in a bedroom and saloon

• Large mirror in the bathroom

• Shower with bi-fold door

• 4 speaker radio/CD

• Extractor in the bathroom

• Front deck table

• Wider beds

x2

x2
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LaYoUt 3
One dinette/double berth, two single berths and one double berth

LaYoUt 2
One dinette/double berth and four single berths

LaYoUt 4
One dinette/double berth, one double berth and two single berths

Two low level single berths
or a double berth available

in middle and forward cabins.

Optional high level single
berth available to provide
7th berth in forward cabin.

single/
berth abovesingle

single single

table table

well
deck

seat

seat

engine/
tiller

dinette double

double

single

single

table table

well
deck

seat

seat

engine/
tiller

dinette double

single/
berth above

single

table table

well
deck

seat

seat

engine/
tiller

dinette double

double
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SlEePs Up To 7
4+3 BeRtH • LeNgTh 66Ft. CrUiSeR StErN

LaYoUt 1
One dinette/double berth and two double berths Bases Fri/Mon Sat

Aldermaston

Blackwater

Whitchurch

Wrenbury
double

double

table table

well
deck

seat

seat

engine/
tiller

dinette double

There is a 10 stone weight limit for optional high level
berths and may not be used above a double bed. x2

AlVeChUrCh EaGlE
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SlEePs Up To 8
4+4 BeRtH • LeNgTh 56Ft.
CrUiSeR StErN

4+4 BeRtH • LeNgTh 60Ft.
CrUiSeR StErN

LaYoUt 1
Two double berths and one dinette/double berth

LaYoUt 1
Six single berths

LaYoUt 3
Six single berths

LaYoUt 3
Four single berths and one dinette/double berth

LaYoUt 2
Four single berths and one dinette/double berth

LaYoUt 2
Two double berths and one dinette/double berth

AlVeChUrCh SwAlLoW

AlVeChUrCh
WoOdPeCkEr

Two low level single berths
or a double berth available

in all cabins.

Optional high level single berths
available to provide 7th and 8th

berths in forward and rear cabins.

There is a 10 stone weight limit for
optional high level berths and may
not be used above a double bed.

Two low level single berths
or a double berth available

in all cabins.

Optional high level single berths
available to provide 7th and 8th

berths in forward and rear cabins.

There is a 10 stone weight limit for
optional high level berths and may
not be used above a double bed.

Bases Fri/Mon Sat
Goytre Wharf

Bases Fri/Mon Sat
Aldermaston

Wrenbury

Separate cabins and bathrooms and easy
access to saloon and galley.

double

double

engine/tiller

dinette double

fold out single

table

seat

seat

well
deck

engine/tiller

dinette
double

single/
berth above

single/
berth above

single

singlefold out single

seat

seat

well
deck

engine/tiller

single/
berth above

single/
berth above

single

single

single

single

seat

seat

well
deck

seat

seatsingle/
berth above

single/
berth above

engine/tiller

single

singlesingle

single

well
deck

double

double

engine/tiller

seat

seat

well
deck

dinette
double

fold out single

table

single/
berth above

single/
berth above

engine/tiller

single

single

seat

seat

well
deck

dinette double

fold out single

x2
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double double

double
table table

seat

seat

well
deck

seat

seat

engine/tiller

dinette double

double

singlesingle

single single

table table

seat

seat

well
deck

seat

seat

engine/tiller

dinette double

double

double

single

single

table table

seat

seat

well
deck

seat

seat

engine/tiller

dinette double

double

double

single

single

table table

seat

seat

well
deck

seat

seat

engine/tiller

dinette double

6+2 BeRtH • LeNgTh 69Ft.
SeMi-TrAdItIoNaL StErN

LaYoUt 1
Three doubles and one dinette/double berth

LaYoUt 3
Two single berths, two double berths and one dinette/double berth

AlVeChUrCh GoOsE*
Bases Fri/Mon Sat
Gailey

Hilperton

Bases Fri/Mon Sat Sat/
Tues

Aldermaston

Alvechurch

Anderton

Blackwater

Gailey

Gayton

Hilperton

Kings Orchard

Springwood

Nantwich

Whitchurch

Worcester

Wrenbury

AlVeChUrCh
WaRbLeR

LaYoUt 2
Four single berths, one double berth and one dinette/double berth

LaYoUt 4
Two double berths, two single berths and one dinette/double berth

SlEePs Up To 8

WaRbLeR AdDiTiOnAl
FeAtUrEs:

• LED lighting throughout

• TV in a bedroom and saloon

• Large mirror in the bathroom

• Shower with bi-fold door

• 4 speaker radio/CD

• Extractor in the bathroom

• Front deck table

• Wider beds

ThE StAfF WeRe GrEaT...
I PoPpEd DoWn A MoNtH

BeFoRe To DiScUsS
RoUtEs. ThEy WeRe HaPpY

To GiVe ThEiR TiMe
AnD AdViCe. ThAnK YoU.

"

"

x2

x2

*Gailey Goose can be set up to accommodate 6 singles and the galley layout
is U shaped allowing for a slightly larger saloon.
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SlEePs Up To 8

6+2 BeRtH • LeNgTh 60Ft.
CrUiSeR StErN

LaYoUt 1
One king size bed, four single bunks and one dinette/double berth

LaYoUt 3
One king size bed, four single bunks and one dinette

LaYoUt 2
One king size bed, four single bunks and one dinette/two single berths

AlVeChUrCh
SaNdErLiNg

WiDe BeAm BoAt

Bases Fri/Mon
Falkirk

Please Note: The fuel consumption
on this boat will be more than the
suggested fuel deposits due to its size.

6+2 BeRtH • LeNgTh 63Ft.
CrUiSeR StErN • MiSt

LaYoUt 1
One dinette/double berth, one double berth and 4 single bunks

LaYoUt 2
Four single bunks, two single berths and one dinette/double berth

FaLkIrK MiSt
Bases Sat/Wed
Falkirk

double
table table

well
deck

seat

seat

engine/
tiller

2 tier single

2 tier single dinette double

engine/
tiller

single

single

2 tier single

2 tier single

table table

well
deck

seat

seat
dinette double

well
deck

seat

seat

engine/tiller

single

single

king

2 fixed bunks

2 fixed bunks

well
deck

seat

seat

engine/tiller

single

single

king

2 fixed bunks

2 fixed bunks

table

well
deck

seat

seat

engine/tiller

double dinette

king

2 fixed bunks

2 fixed bunks

x2

x2
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SlEePs Up To 10
6+4 BeRtH • LeNgTh 70Ft.
CrUiSeR StErN

LaYoUt 1

LaYoUt 1

LaYoUt 2

LaYoUt 3

LaYoUt 4

Two double berths and two dinette/doubles

One double berth and two dinette/doubles with 4 single berths

One double berth and two dinette/doubles with 4 single berths

One dinette/double with 8 single berths

10 single berths

LaYoUt 3
One double berth, two single berths and one dinette/single berth
and one dinette/double berth

LaYoUt 2
Two single berths, one double berth, and two dinette/double berths

LaYoUt 4
Four single berths and two dinette/single berths

AlVeChUrCh OwL

AlVeChUrCh
WaGtAiL

Two low level single berths or a
double berth available in all cabins.

Optional high level single berths
available to provide 9th and 10th
berths in forward and rear cabins.

There is a 10 stone weight limit for
optional high level berths and may
not be used above a double bed.

double

double

table

seat

seat

engine/tiller
well
deck

dinette
double

fold out single

fold out single

dinette double

double

tableengine/tiller

Two-Tier
single

Two-Tier
single

seat

seat

well
deck

dinette
double

fold out single

fold out singledinette double

double

tableengine/tiller

Two-Tier
single

Two-Tier
single

seat

seat

well
deck

dinette
double

fold out single

fold out singledinette double

double

table

fold out
single

settee/
single

engine/tiller

single

single

seat

seat

well
deck

fold out single

dinette double

double

tableengine/tiller

Two-Tier
single

Two-Tier
single

seat

seat

well
deck

dinette
double

fold out single

fold out singledinette double

fold out
single

fold out
single

settee/
single

settee/
single

engine/tiller

Two-Tier
single

single

single

Two-Tier
single

seat

seat

well
deck

WaGtAiL/TeRn AdDiTiOnAl
FeAtUrEs:

• LED lighting throughout

• TV in a bedroom and saloon

• Large mirror in the bathroom

• Shower with bi-fold door

• 4 speaker radio/CD

• Extractor in the bathroom

• Front deck table

• Wider beds

Bases Fri/Mon Sat
Blackwater

Hilperton

Bases Fri/Mon Sat
Hilperton

Whitchurch

Worcester

Gayton

double

double

table

seat

seat

engine/tiller
well
deck

dinette
double

fold out single

fold out single

dinette double

double

tableengine/tiller

single/
berth above

single seat

seat

well
deck

dinette
double

fold out single

fold out singledinette double

double

table

fold out
single

settee/
single

engine/tiller

single/
berth above

single

seat

seat

well
deck

fold out single

dinette double

fold out
single

fold out
single

settee/
single

settee/
single

engine/tiller

single/
berth above

single/
berth above

single

single seat

seat

well
deck

x2

x2

AlVeChUrCh TeRn
Bases Fri/Mon
Aldermaston

Alvechurch

Anderton

Wrenbury

x2

The Tern class has two fixed high level 
bunks in the rear cabin with the rest being 
low level berths throughout. 
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SlEePs Up To 12
8+4 BeRtH • LeNgTh 70Ft.
CrUiSeR StErN

LaYoUt 1
Eight single bunks and two dinette/double berths

LaYoUt 3
Eight single bunks, one dinette/two single berths and one dinette/double berth

LaYoUt 2
Eight single bunks, one dinette/double berth and one dinette/two single berths

LaYoUt 4
Eight single bunks and two dinette/two single berths

AlVeChUrCh SwAn
Bases Fri/Mon
Aldermaston

Alvechurch

Anderton

Gayton

Hilpertontabletable

seat

seat

engine/tiller

2 tier single

2 tier single

2 tier single

2 tier single

well
deck

dinette double

dinette double

fold out single

table

settee/
single

engine/tiller

2 tier single

2 tier single

2 tier single

2 tier single

seat

seat

well
deck

dinette double

fold out single

fold out
single

table

settee/
single

settee/
single

engine/tiller

2 tier single

2 tier single

2 tier single

2 tier single

seat

seat

well
deck

dinette double

settee/
single

settee/
single

engine/tiller

2 tier single

2 tier single

2 tier single

2 tier single

seat

seat

well
deck

fold out
single

fold out
single

x2
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YoUr QuEsTiOnS
AnSwErEd

ArRiVaL & DePaRtUrE
We endeavour to have boats ready for
collection by 2.30pm on the start day of
your holiday. If for any reason you are
unable to arrive on time, please contact
the start base (telephone numbers can
be found at the bottom of the relevant
base page) so that special arrangements
can be made well in advance of your
holiday. A late arrival charge may apply
and we may be unable to handover
the boat until the following day. Your
boat must be returned and vacated by
9.30am on the last day.

FiShInG
Fishing is prohibited on British rivers
between 15th March and 15th June.
Fishing is allowed outside these
dates and on canals at any time, but
an Environment Agency rod licence
is required available online or from
any post office, with a 1-day, 8-day or
annual licence to choose from. You
may also need a valid permit or be
prepared to purchase one from the
controlling angling club or riparian
owner when approached on any
fishery that offers day permits. For
reasons of hygiene, we regret that
live bait may not be kept on the boat.

FuEl
The boat is ready fuelled for your
holiday on arrival, but there is a fuel
deposit payable with your holiday
booking. This is £110 per week and
£60 per short break as the cost of fuel
is not included in the hire cost. When
you return the boat to us the balance
is refundable after deducting fuel
used. However if you have used fuel in
excess of the deposit you will be asked
to pay the difference. We feel this is the
fairest way possible as you only pay for
what you use and there is an incentive
to be more environmentally friendly.

BuOyAnCy AiDs
There are buoyancy aids available free
of charge for both children and adults
at the marinas (compulsory for children
under the age of 18 and non-swimmers).
There are two adult buoyancy aids on
board but any additional buoyancy aids
should be requested on arrival. They do
not need to be booked in advance and
should be requested upon arrival at the
marina so the correct size can be fitted.

TuItIoN
No previous experience is necessary,
as our boats are extremely easy to
handle and full tuition is given at the
start of every holiday. Comprehensive
cruising information is in a manual on
the boat and details are sent out with
the holiday documents to introduce
you to the theory of locks and the ‘rules
of the road’. We provide our own 24hr
emergency helpline.

BeDdInG
On all our boats, freshly laundered
bedding is provided for the number of
crew.

CaNcElLiNg A BoOkInG
We would like to draw your attention
to our cancellation procedure and
strongly recommend that you take
out your own cancellation insurance.
Once your holiday is confirmed, the
appropriate payment is required
- even if you have to cancel. (See
Terms and Conditions).

PeRsOnAl HoLiDaY
InSuRaNcE
We recommend that you take out
personal holiday insurance as we
only insure the boat which does
not cover you or your personal
possessions.

BiKeS &
PaDdLeBoArDs
If you are planning to bring bikes or
paddleboards on your holiday, please
check with the marina as not all locations
are able to offer this facility. Please
be aware that the only place to store
them is on the roof of your boat. You
cannot place the bikes inside the boat
at any time. Any cost of damage to the
boat caused by carrying bikes is your
responsibility. Please note you cannot
take these to Goytre Wharf and March.
Please remember that you need a licence
for your paddleboard on the canal.

EnViRoNmEnT
There is a voluntary environmental
offset donation suggested at £5 per
holiday (see page 60). We have an
arrangement with the Canal & River
Trust for you to offset your carbon
footprint (see page 60). Recycling is
available at all bases.
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LoOk BeFoRe YoU BoOk
We welcome inspection of our boats
before you book. Please phone the base
before you arrive to ensure they are
open and boats are available for viewing
(telephone numbers can be found at the
bottom of the relevant base page).

PaRkInG
There is ample open air parking at
our bases which is provided free of
charge. We regret that we cannot accept
responsibility for loss or damage to hirers’
vehicles or possessions.

ToWeLs
On all boats, a medium sized towel and
hand towel is provided for every
member of the crew.

PeTs
This really is a holiday the whole family
can enjoy together. Pets (including
working assistant dogs) travel for free,
normally with a maximum of 2 pets per
boat. We obviously request that the boat
is returned in a clean and tidy condition,
and we reserve the right to refuse pets
or charge for any additional cleaning or
repairs required as a result of pets being
on board during your holiday. All pets must
be entered onto the booking form.

MaPs & GuIdEs
A number of guides are available for
planning your trip or locating sites
of interest, pubs, shops and facilities
along your route. The guides relevant
to each route are indicated on the
feature routes (pages 8-39) and
detailed on page 68. These may
be purchased online at
www.abcwebchandler.com or
purchased at the start of the
holiday at the marina.

ElEcTrIcAl EqUiPmEnT
All personal electrical equipment is
used at your own risk. 240v supply is
dependent on battery level, which is
charged by running the engine 5-6
hours daily.

LiCeNcEs &
ReStRiCtIoNs
You do not need a driving licence for
a narrowboat and the boat itself is
licenced by us for CRT waterways.
There are a few waterways outside
their jurisdiction for which you will
need to purchase an additional licence
as you enter them, such as the Scottish
Canals, Rivers Avon, Thames and Wey.
Aldermaston boats have a Thames
licence. Our start bases can provide
details when you arrive to pick up your
boat. The maximum number of people
on board is restricted to the number
of berths.

YoUnG ChIlDrEn
A narrowboat holiday is superb for
families. Cot-sides can be provided for
very small children on standard berths.
Simply indicate this when booking. Cots:
If you would like to bring a travel cot
please see page 42.

We HaD A BrIlLiAnT TrIp
AnD ThE BoAt WaS WeLl
EqUiPpEd AnD MoDeRn.

We HoPe To BoOk ThIs BoAt
AgAiN NeXt YeAr FoR A

LoNgEr PeRiOd! ThAnKs AbC.

"

"
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Simply download the app from the Apple or Google Play Store and then
enter the details we send you. Simply tick the option on the booking
form so that we can create this for you.

You can then view your personalised app and it shows how long until
your adventure starts with a handy countdown, a map with highlighted
local attractions you'll find along your route, videos such as The Boaters
Handbook DVD and our own video showing you what it's like being
on a canal boat holiday with ABC and some various other bits of useful
information for your holiday that you can access whenever you want
and from wherever you are.

YoU WiLl FiNd ThE BoAtErS HaNdBoOk, DeStInAtIoN
InFoRmAtIoN AnD EvEn MaPpInG AnD WeAtHeR
FoReCaStS On YoUr MoBiLe Or TaBlEt – AnD YoU
CaN ViEw EvErYtHiNg OfFlInE, WiThOuT ThE ExPeNsE
Of DaTa RoAmInG.

DoWnLoAd ToDaY FoR FrEe

AbC ApP
OuR ApP HaS BeEn DeSiGnEd So ThAt YoU CaN HaVe AcCeSs To AlL
YoUr HoLiDaY InFoRmAtIoN On YoUr MoBiLe DeViCe, EvEn WiThOuT
HaViNg A DaTa SiGnAl.
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WeEkLy HiRe

ShOrT BrEaKs

• VAT

• Accidental Damage Waiver Fee

• Car parking

• Bed linen

• Buoyancy aids

• Wi-Fi

• Welcome pack: washing up liquid, toilet roll,

sponge, tea towel

• Pets travel for free (max 2 per boat)

• Boat licence for all Canal & River Trust

controlled navigations

• There is 1 medium towel per person and 1 hand

towel per person on all boats

• Useful e-handbook in advance of holiday and

initial tuition on arrival

Every year sees an increase in the demand for these popular short
breaks. Some people like the idea of being able to try the holiday out
for a few days before committing themselves to a week or longer,
whilst others regularly take the opportunity to get away for a few
days. Narrowboat holidays are the fastest way of slowing down, so
what could be better than a leisurely three or four night break away,
enjoying the countryside, relaxing and unwinding.

Because we have boats available for Friday, Saturday, Monday and
Tuesday starts we can offer superb three night weekend breaks that
conveniently start at 2.30pm on a Friday afternoon and finish at 9.30am
on the following Monday. Or if you are looking for extra value for
money, you could try our four night midweek breaks. These start on
Monday at 2.30pm and finish on Friday at 9.30am, or start on Tuesday
at 2.30pm and finish on Saturday at 9.30am. Since the price is the same
as a weekend break, you effectively get the extra midweek night free!
This can be an additional bonus to those of you that are committed
to weekend activities, as you can enjoy a decent break away without
losing a weekend. Short breaks are available from all of our bases and
sample trips are outlined on the route pages 8-39.

In AdDiTiOn To ThE HiRe ChArGe YoU WiLl Be ReQuIrEd To PaY:

• Pets travel for free, normally with a maximum of 2 pets per boat. All pets must be noted on booking form.

• The boat is ready fuelled for your holiday on arrival, but there is a fuel deposit payable with your holiday
booking. This is £110 per week as the cost of fuel is not included in the hire cost. When you return the boat
to us, the balance is refundable after deducting fuel used. However, if you have used fuel in excess of the
deposit, you will be asked to pay the difference. We feel this is the fairest way possible as you only pay for
what you use.

PrIcEs ArE In £S PeR BoAt, PeR WeEk Or ShOrT BrEaK.

ThE PrIcE Is InClUsIvE Of:

PrIcInG:

• For pricing, simply visit our website or call up
our friendly team on 0303-61689.
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Ready to set sail? Our prices are tailored to your stay, simply visit our website and
choose your getaway dates and how many people will be travelling with you. Our
website will provide a specialised quote in seconds. Don't forget you can also query
pricing by calling our friendly team, who will be happy to help.

Prices vary depending on time of year, number of occupants and discount codes. With
almost 200 boats, 16 start points and over 1,500 miles of waterways to explore, we
guarantee we'll have the perfect holiday for you.

ViSiT WwW.SwEdEcHaRtEr.CoM
Or CaLl OuR FrIeNdLy TeAm On 0303-61689

HiRe PrIcE
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WhAt'S
InClUdEd
I N ThE HiRe PrIcE 2025

AcCiDeNtAl DaMaGe WaIvEr
The Accidental Damage Waiver Fee covers you in
the event of damage, loss or accident to your boat
or its inventory during your holiday. There are certain
exclusions:

• Any claims arising from excessive speed (the limit is 4mph)

• Damage arising from negligence, malicious or intentional
damage to the boat, its inventory, third party property, the
canal and its structures

• Damage to the rudder, skeg or transmission due to contact
with a lock cill

• Returning the boat late and/or in an unclean condition

PeTs
With pets travelling for free, this really is a holiday the
whole family can enjoy. Just one request from us: we'd
appreciate it if you could return the boat in a clean and
tidy condition. We also reserve the right to refuse pets or
charge for any additional cleaning or repairs required as
a result of animals being on board during your holiday. To
stay onboard, please make sure that all pets are noted on
your booking form.

Wi-Fi
Free Wi-Fi is now available on all of our boats.
Please be aware that the Wi-Fi onboard is not the same
as at home and requires a network signal. The amount
of data provided at the start of your holiday should be
sufficient for browsing or email but not for downloading or
streaming.

FoR FuRtHeR InFoRmAtIoN ViSiT WwW.SwEdEcHaRtEr.CoM
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Further information & up-to-date availability:

ViSiT: WwW.SwEdEcHaRtEr.CoM
EmAiL: InFo@SwEdEcHaRtEr.CoM

Office: 0303-61689 Mobile: 0767-771150
Overseas - Office: +46 30361689 Mobile: +46 767771150

ABC BOAT HIRE

FrEe


